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Head’s Welcome 
Sutton High School is a dynamic academic 
environment for learning, facing forwards 
and embracing new initiatives whilst valuing 
our traditions and history. As a close-knit 
community, we work to maximise the individual 
potential of every girl. Sutton High girls are 
friendly and courteous, confident without being 
arrogant, and individuals not “types”. Girls’ 
talents and personal development flourish 

thanks to a wealth of opportunities that build confidence and 
increase their all-round performance, both academically and socially. 

Our impressive examination results are the product of bright, 
motivated girls guided by high performing, dedicated teachers. 
Academically, we are committed to a culture of personalised learning, 
using baseline data as the means of setting targets to monitor and 
celebrate individual attainment and progress - ensuring we achieve 
strikingly high value added with our results. 

Sutton High is a special community, where our excellent pastoral 
care of girls is not an “add-on”, it is embedded into everything we do 
at every stage. We are small enough to ensure that every student’s 
learning is tailored for her, but large enough to offer an immense  
range of activities - as you can read about here. 

I am delighted that you are considering Sutton High School for 
your daughter and I hope to meet you soon. We are located on a 
surprisingly green and spacious site in central Sutton, a few minutes’ 
walk from the station, other transport links and conveniently sited for 
the town centre. If you haven’t visited us yet, please do come along  
to one of our Open Events or arrange a personal tour.  
 
I look forward to meeting you. 

 
Katharine Crouch 
Headmistress



Self-assurance
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Our focus is on challenge, 
engagement and enjoyment  
in the classroom and beyond.” 
- Mrs Crouch, Headmistress



About Sutton High School 

Sutton High School is an academically selective 
independent day school for girls with an age range  
of 3 to 18 years. We are situated on a green and 
leafy site in central Sutton, close to excellent public 
transport links and major roads. 

Both Senior and Prep Schools hold strong positions  
in the top schools nationally and attract girls from a  
wide geographical area and variety of backgrounds.  
This results in a school community characterised by 
qualities of diversity, cohesion and tolerance. 

The school is a member of the Girls’ Day School 
Trust (GDST) and the Girls’ School Association (GSA).
Membership of the GDST, the largest group of 
independent schools in the country, gives us  
unrivalled opportunities for training and sharing  
of good practice in teaching and learning. 

We are proud of playing our part in leading girls’ 
education since 1884, a responsibility which extends  
into ongoing relationships with our alumnae in the 
Sutton High School Association.

Introduction to SHS and The GDST
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At Sutton High School, girls enjoy learning and 
are successful. Our girls are kind, valued for their 
uniqueness and confident in who they are. They  
take pride in themselves and celebrate the 
achievements of others, demonstrating flexibility, 
energy and enthusiasm.

Our Values

Fortiter    Fideliter    Feliciter       
With Courage   With Truth With Joy

We aim to:

• Empower girls to embrace challenge  
• Promote a sense of belonging  
• Foster a love of learning

Girls at Sutton High School learn with joy. They have 
the freedom to be themselves and are respected and 
celebrated as individuals. We open the door to a wealth 
of opportunities and our understanding of each girl 
enables her to embrace challenge, love learning and 
take her own steps to success with flexibility, energy  
and enthusiasm.

Sutton High is a springboard for future life after school, 
with a sense of belonging and fulfillment, which allows 
our girls to make a difference in the most effective ways, 
both for personal achievement and the greater good.

Vision, Values and Aims   

My daughter is really really  
happy at the school.” 
- Independent Parents Survey
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Sutton High cares about your 
interests as much as you do, 
and supports you in what  
you want to achieve every  
step of the way.” 
- Deputy Head Girl 
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Aspire



Entry to Sutton High Senior School is dependent on 
success in our entrance examinations. The majority  
of girls join the Senior School at 11+ entry from a range 
of junior schools or from Sutton High Prep School, 
although there are occasional places available in  
other year groups.

Sutton High School girls are ambitious and enthusiastic 
learners who benefit from highly qualified and dedicated 
specialist teaching. When girls arrive in Year 7, they study 
the core subjects of English, Mathematics and Science 
(with study of separate sciences beginning in Year 9). 
Girls also study two modern foreign languages from 
a choice of French, German and Spanish, beginning 
Latin in Year 8. History, Geography, Religious Studies, 
Computer Science, Drama, Music, PE, Art and DT 
are also taught throughout Years 7 to 9 and from this 
foundation, girls are equipped to make well-informed 
GCSE choices. 

Academic Curriculum 
At GCSE, the majority of subjects follow the International 
GCSE (IGCSE) specifications, thereby ensuring academic 
rigour and thorough preparation for A Level study. 
Girls currently choose four options, including at least 
one foreign language, alongside the core of English 
Language, English Literature, Mathematics and Triple 
Sciences.

Our Sixth Form girls are based in Suffolk House,  
a beautifully adapted and refurbished building providing 
them with independence in an inspirational environment 
at this exciting stage. At A Level, the curriculum choice 
widens to include Economics, Government & Politics  
and Psychology. Girls typically study three or four  
A Levels as well as the Extended Project Qualification 
and a bespoke enrichment programme.

Digital learning is supported by an excellent ICT 
infrastructure and flexible resources. The school’s 
VLE, Firefly, is an integral part of teaching and learning 
and girls are able to use their mobile devices in the 
classroom as a learning resource. Pupil digital leaders 
and the Digital Committee examine new possibilities in 
technological advances and their potential to enhance 
our educational provision.
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Challenge

Teachers…are very approachable  
and encouraging.” 
- Independent Parents Survey 

Register for an Open Event at www.suttonhigh.gdst.net  | 09



Vital to the development of academic confidence and 
intellectual ability is the enrichment of the curriculum 
with opportunities for independent learning and 
collaboration. In addition to the many competitions 
and extracurricular options, at Sutton High we 
enhance the formal academic curriculum with our 
unique programmes at different ages and stages.

The Kaleidoscope Programme  
In Years 7 and 8, we organise the “Kaleidoscope” 
programme giving girls an enriched learning experience 
whilst introducing an element of choice. Elements in 
Kaleidoscope include:

 “My Place” 
This gives girls an opportunity to become experts in the 
history, culture and development of an area of London. 
Working in groups, having carefully selected ‘their place’, 
they research and report on their chosen locality.

Outdoor Education 
Girls build the skills required to participate in The Duke 
of Edinburgh Award Scheme in future years. They 
develop a range of skills such as map and compass 
reading, as well as using outdoor equipment, which they 
put into practice in the orienteering exercise at the end 
of the course.

Enrichment 
Girls have a choice in this part of the course, choosing 
from a multitude of options, including Greek, Archery, 
Photography, Guitar, Fencing or Trampolining. Further 
options can be chosen from Design or STEM, where  
girls prepare entries for CREST Awards.

The Dalma Frost Project 
In the summer term of Year 9, girls work collaboratively 
in groups to produce a presentation on a cross-curricular 
project, building on enterprise skills. The presentations 
are externally judged during a celebratory evening for 
parents and girls. 

The Extended Project Qualification 
This gives Sixth Form Girls the opportunity to explore 
and research an area of personal interest in depth.  
Our unique programme teaches girls the skills they need 
to become independent researchers and learners. The 
project itself can take the form of an academic report 
of 5000 words or it can take the form of an artefact - a 
novel, a car engine and a published cookery book are 
examples of artefacts produced by Sutton High girls. 
Current report titles include: ‘Should the NHS provide 
acupuncture as a treatment for migraine?’ ‘To what 
extent have changes in social housing policies improved 
the lives of citizens in the United Kingdom?’ ‘What is 
the most significant threat to the Great Barrier Reef and 
why should we fight for its survival?’ ‘How and why have 
English prisons changed since 1840?’ 

Sixth Form Enrichment 
This programme covers: Developing the Individual, 
Becoming an Independent Learner, Giving Something 
Back, Becoming a Researcher, Developing Wider 
Interests and Becoming a Leader and Becoming  
a More Effective Academic Communicator.

This programme gives our girls the inspiration and 
encouragement to develop independence in their 
learning alongside key skills such as leadership and 
collaboration. It is also an opportunity to broaden  
their academic experience.

Developing Thinking
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Completing an Extended Project Qualification has 
enabled me to develop key time management and essay 
writing skills whilst simultaneously allowing detailed, in-
depth research into a topic which is important to me.” 
- Megan, Year 13  
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Independent
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Individual

The support is just fantastic.” 
- Independent Parents Survey



 

Adding value  
Examination results tell only part of the story; beyond 
these lie the results of which we are most proud, our 
value-added. On average we add more than half a 
grade for every GCSE subject. In some subjects we 
add considerably more. (These value-added figures 
are externally calculated by the Centre for Educational 
Monitoring (CEM) at Durham University.) On top  
of this, our teachers add further value at A Level. 
These results mean we are one of the top performing 
GDST schools, and considerably ahead of many 
independent schools.’  

Key to achieving these results is our practice of tracking 
pupil progress. We use data to generate individual  
target grades for every girl and monitor her progress, 
reporting regularly and encouraging an upward 
movement of targets. 

Learning Support   
Pupils with additional learning needs such as dyslexia 
are supported by our specialist Additional Learning 
Needs Coordinator who monitors their progress,  
carries out assessments and liaises with teaching  
staff and parents.

An individual pupil learning plan is devised for each 
girl, outlining her strengths and learning needs, and 
recommending strategies for her teachers who are 
experienced in adapting their teaching as appropriate. 
Pupils may also be offered support with study skills,  
and examination access arrangements can be made 
where appropriate.

Personalised Learning
EAL 
We also have a specialist teacher of English as an 
Additional Language. We welcome children from 
different cultural and linguistic backgrounds and  
provide a tailored curriculum to ensure that they 
integrate well into the school and maximise their 
potential. 

Study Support  
In some circumstances it may be appropriate to adapt 
the curriculum. This programme aims to give girls 
with certain needs some additional help to improve 
their ability to organise their workload, increase their 
performance in tests and examinations, and meet 
homework deadlines. 
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SHS is a special place because the 
lessons are fun and the teachers  
help you improve your work.” 
- Year 9 girl



Sixth Form Life
Girls in our Sixth Form mature as independent and 
ambitious students, ready to move into Higher 
Education. Teachers work with students to help them 
achieve in intellectual and creative spheres. A unique 
feature of our Sixth Form is the bespoke Higher 
Education and Careers Guidance. Students in Years 12 
and 13 are very much part of the everyday life of the 
main school and looked up to by younger pupils. They 
take on a variety of leadership roles alongside their 
academic studies. 

A focus on honing  the skills of independent learning, 
together with opportunities to develop a love of learning 
for its own sake and to give something back to the 
wider community through volunteer and charity work, 
provides girls with an excellent grounding for life beyond 
school. Life in the Sixth Form is a lot of fun too: girls work 
collaboratively in social activities; take on roles as House 
Captains and Editors of the School magazine and are 
regular participants in Drama and Music productions, 
seizing every opportunity to participate in the wide 
ranging programme of residential and academic trips on 
offer. An extensive and varied Sport offer ranges from 
bouldering to fitness and yoga.

It was only when I reached  
the Sixth Form that I fully 
appreciated how much support  
I was given lower down the 
school in order to help me  
make important decisions  
that would affect me in life  
after Sutton High.” 
- Sixth Form Girl
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There is a fabulous sense of mutual 
respect between teachers and pupils 
which makes teaching and learning really 
effective and always pleasurable.” 
- Sixth Form Tutor 
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Collaboration



Name: Danielle 
Role: Head Girl 
Passions: Working with people  
Quote: “The role of Head Girl has both challenged 
me and enabled me to develop invaluable skills of 
leadership, communication and organisation. The most 
rewarding parts of the job are having the opportunity 
to work with girls from across different year groups and 
supporting each other in planning events for everyone 
to enjoy.” 
Plans: to read Economics and Management  

Name: Jade 
Role: Deputy Head Girl 
Passions: Visual Arts    

Quote: “Sutton High has taught me the value of putting 
yourself forward for new and exciting opportunities and 
encouraged the determination that is needed to follow 
them through. I know for certain that this school has 
shaped me as a person, as well as my outlook on life.” 
Plans: to read Marketing and Management. 

Name: Chloë 
Role: Prep School Liaison Officer 
Passions: Music  
Quote: “Taking on the role with the Prep School was 
challenging, yet rewarding. It enforced the strong sense  
of community that has always prevailed in the school. 
Plans: to read Political Science and International 
Relations

Name: Emily 
Role: Sports Captain 
Passions: Sport, working hard and achieving great 
results   

Quote: “‘I have loved holding the Sports Captain role, it 
has given me opportunities to be a leader and develop 
skills that will be really helpful in the future. I have really 
enjoyed coaching the younger hockey goalkeepers and 
leading boxfit classes. I really hope I have influenced 
sport at the school during my year.” 
Plans: to study Physiotherapy 

Sixth Form Biographies
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Name: Julia 
Role: House Captain (Dora Black) 
Studying: History, Government and Politics and English  

Quote: “Being House Captain has improved me as a 
person, making me more confident and enabling me to 
have the ability to organise events. It has allowed me to 
not only express my passion for being a part of my house 
and being a part of the school but it has also been a great 
experience. Getting to know people through all years is 
a key highlight of being House Captain. Although it may 
be challenging, it is rewarding to see my house take 
enjoyment from each event.”

Name: Zaynah  
Role: House Captain (Henrietta Stanley) 
Studying: Geography, Economics, German 
Quote: “I have loved being house captain. It has  
been hard work but I have thoroughly enjoyed  
every moment”

Name: Rana 
Role: House Captain (Frances West) 
Studying: Biology, Psychology and Product Design    

Quote: “Being house captain is challenging at times, 
however I believe that it stretches your ability, allowing 
you to do and organise things that you never thought 
you could do! Being House captain has given me more 
confidence and really shaped my personality.” 

Name: Spoorthi  
Role: House captain (Phyllis Mudford King) 
Studying: Biology, Chemistry, History  

Quote: “Taking on this role increased my confidence  
and improved my leadership and organisation skills.  
It gave me the opportunity to create connections with 
younger years, and though it sometimes proved to 
be challenging, seeing the final product come to life 
provided a wonderful sense of achievement.”
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Leadership

Head Girl Team
Danielle, Head Girl, and Jade, Deputy Head Girl.



Exam-related stress  
is relatively low.” 
- Independent Parents Survey

No matter who you are or where 
you come from, the staff and pupils 
will help you feel special.” 
- Year 8 girl

18 |  Register for an Open Event at www.suttonhigh.gdst.net  

Support



Committed pastoral care is a characteristic of  
Sutton High. Strikingly positive relationships between 
the girls and their teachers, both within the classroom 
and beyond, make a significant contribution to 
the quality of the girls’ academic and personal 
development. All members of staff, both teaching  
and support, put the well-being of the girls at the top 
of the agenda.  

Girls are placed in one of three tutor groups on arrival 
and see their tutor every day. Tutor teams work together 
under a head of year and meet weekly with form tutors 
and monitor the progress of girls throughout the year. 
We have a full-time Medical Manager who carries out 
medical checks and will administer medicines when 
required. The Pastoral team also includes a school 
counsellor who sees girls confidentially by appointment 
or in the “drop in” times. We are also able to approach a 
school doctor on a consultancy basis. 

Lower and Upper school assemblies take place each 
week, where successes are celebrated and topics 
relevant to the age group can be explored. Senior 
School assemblies take place twice a week, covering 
many spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues, and a 
whole school assembly with the Prep School concludes 
each term.

Everyone in the school community is a member  
of one of the four Houses: Dora Black, Henrietta Stanley, 
Frances West or Phyllis Mudford King, taking part 
enthusiastically in House events throughout the year. 
The House system and Student Council also provide 
significant leadership opportunities for girls. All form 
captains are representatives on either the Lower or 
Upper Student Councils, chaired by the Head Girl and 
her Deputy. These girls are also responsible for the 
organisation of Charity Week, which takes place around 
the School Birthday each January.

Pastoral Care
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Community

The girls grow and develop in 
more than just academic terms.” 
- Independent Parents Survey 

20 |  Register for an Open Event at www.suttonhigh.gdst.net  



An important part of the pastoral provision at SHS is the 
specialist teaching of Personal and Social Responsibility 
(PSHCE). Skills developed in this subject include:

•  Developing an understanding of personal, social  
and health education including First Aid and  
Personal Safety

• Developing an understanding of the world of work

• Understanding what Citizenship means

•  Understanding learning styles and developing 
independent learning habits

• Developing emotional and social skills

The course content varies according to the age of  
the girls. In Year 7, girls cover areas such as: identity; 
place in society, friendships; bullying; puberty;  
self-awareness; learning styles.

The programme for Year 10 extends the girls to consider 
more demanding topics, for example: emotional and 
mental health awareness; mindfulness; economic 
wellbeing; how laws are made; equality and inequality; 
human rights; the role of the media.
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I love going to all the fun 
clubs at lunch; there are  
so many to choose from.” 
- Year 8 Girl
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Enrichment



A wide range of activities in many areas including 
Music, Sport and Drama enriches the life of the 
school. Choir, orchestra and ensembles flourish, 
with significant numbers of girls involved in 
concerts and productions during the course  
of the school year. Many girls are members of 
sports teams enjoying success in competitions 
and tournaments. We stage at least one major 
Drama production every year, alternating our  
own school production with a joint musical  
in conjunction with the boys from Sutton 
Grammar School. 

Expeditions and trips are an important feature 
of the school, from the Year 8 Geography trip to 
Dorset to the Upper School trip to Ecuador and the 
Galapagos Islands, amongst others.

Co-curricular Activities 
Clubs

– Thursday lunchtimes

Senior Football Club 
Ukulele Club
– for all years, 

Tuesday 
lunchtimes

Biology Club
 - for Years 7-9 on Monday lunchtimes

Year 11 Rock 
Band 

– Friday 
lunchtimes

Coding Club
 - for all years after school on Tuesdays

STEM Club
– after school 
on Mondays 

(Years 8 & 9)

Circus Skills

- Tuesday 
lunchtimes

Young 
Reporters 

- for Years 10-13, Thursday lunchtimes

Astronomy Club 
– for Years 7-9    on Fridays

Chess Club

– for all years, Mondays
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Trip Destinations

Recent SHS trip destinations 
include: Galapagos, Megève 
and Serre Chevalier - France, 
Granada and Seville– Spain, 
Berlin and Tübingen – 
Germany, Isle of Wight, New 
York, Iceland, Geneva, Paris, 
Ypres – Belgium, Florence  
and the Bay of Naples - Italy.
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Discover
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To my mind, the greatest reward and 
luxury of travel is to be able to experience 
everyday things as if for the first time, to 
be in a position in which almost nothing is 
so familiar it is taken for granted.” 
-  Bill Bryson



Sport 
The school’s sporting ethos is based on excellence  
and opportunity for all. We provide this through  
a broad and balanced curriculum and extracurricular 
programme that offers all girls the opportunity 
to engage and improve in participation and elite 
performance.  

Students take part in a range of physical activities while 
also gaining a theoretical understanding of the principles 
that underpin the development and performance of 
sport. Activities that we offer include, amongst others, 
hockey, netball, gymnastics, dance, tennis, cricket 
and swimming in our own indoor pool. Older girls can 
take part in bouldering, yoga and trampolining as well. 
Regular fixtures and competitions take place locally and 
across the GDST network. We also promote participation 
and friendly competitions through a range of inter house 
sporting events and our annual dance show. 

Our ultimate goal is to encourage all girls to find physical 
activity enjoyable so that they not only participate in 
activities outside of school but also continue to follow  
a balanced active and healthy lifestyle at univesity and 
beyond.

It is good they make sport 
inclusive and don’t just focus on 
the girls with amazing talent.” 
- Independent Parents Survey
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The vast range of incredible sporting 
activities on offer … has allowed me to step 
out of my comfort zone and put myself 
forward to try new things, which I know will 
be the most valuable skill I can gain.” 
- Sports Captain  
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Participation



Perform

My favourite lesson is drama 
because we all have a chance 
to act in front of everyone.” 
- Year 9 girl 
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Performing Arts
Music 

Music plays a very important part in the life of the 
school and features prominently during important 
school occasions. Many girls take instrumental or 
singing lessons and large numbers participate in  
the various choirs and instrumental ensembles  
that rehearse weekly.  

A busy schedule of both formal and more informal 
concerts offers numerous opportunities to perform, as 
do events such as the annual candlelit carol service 
and music tours abroad. There is also the chance to 
participate in the Mixed Choir and the biennial musical 
with a local boys’ school. Music lessons for Years 7 – 9 
allow the girls to explore a wide variety of musical styles 
through listening, composition and performance, making 
use of the department’s Apple Mac suite wherever 
possible. Following academic study at GCSE and  
A Level, many students go on to study music at 
university or at one of the UK’s conservatoires. Our  
aim at Sutton High School is to make Music inclusive, to 
enable the girls to develop a love for the subject  
that they can carry with them for the rest of their lives. 

Drama 

Drama is taught as a discrete subject during Key  
Stage 3 where girls are encouraged to develop  
their natural performance skills and to explore  
styles that are new to them. It is a popular GCSE  
and A Level option. 

Frequent theatre visits are organised, particularly 
for examination groups. There are at least two major 
productions a year which often get performed in 
professional theatres - including a musical every other 
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year, plus drama club, circus club, showcases and the 
ever popular and highly competitive House Drama 
Competition. 



We believe that an expertise in Higher Education 
and career options is of paramount importance in 
preparing girls for success and fulfilment in the 
work place. As a school, we are proud to have been 
awarded the Gold Career Mark for the fourth time.  
We invest in our own specialist member of staff  
who meets girls on a one to one basis; organises 
speakers and events such as the Careers Fair and 
gives personal feedback and advice in line with  
a psychometric profile.

The majority of girls go on to study a wide range of 
disciplines at Russell Group universities, including Law, 
Medicine, History, Engineering, Physics and Maths. 

Specialist staff prepare girls to progress to Art 
Foundation courses every year and girls also gain  
places at Music Conservatoires.

We provide tailored guidance and individual advice for 
our girls throughout the UCAS process and encourage 
Oxbridge candidates with visits, advice and tuition. 

Our dedicated and experienced staff provide support  
for applicants taking the expanding university 
admissions tests such as BMAT, UKCAT and LNAT.

Professional Guidance

Experts predict that up to 25%  
of occupations today will no 
longer exist by 2025 and that  
the average person will 
be making career changes 
approximately 5-7 times  
during their working life.”

Career planning
Career Development 

Vocational training, Masters/PhD, Vocational examinations

University, College, Training 
For three years and longer, students complete a degree,  

do summer internships, gain more work experience or more 
training, building up a wide portfolio of skills

Choosing Higher Education courses, work-based

Choosing A Level subjects Year 10 and 11 
Students make decisions about A Level subjects by  

February 1 of Year 11, Students take GCSE examinations  
at the end of Year 11, Subject choices evening, Careers 

lessons, Futurewise profiling, Careers interview, Subject 
choices interview

Choosing GCSEs Year 9 
Students make decisions on subjects by February 1  
of Year 9, Subject choices evening, Careers lessons,  

Individual interviews

training or gap year planning Year 12 and 13 
Students apply for university at the beginning of Year 13 

and take A Levels at the end of Year 13, Individual guidance 
interviews, Careers lessons, GDST preparation courses, Higher 

Education evening, UCAS evening
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Tell me and I forget, teach me and  
I remember. Involve me and I learn. 
- Benjamin Franklin

It’s a real school giving 
girls real career choices.” 
Independent Parents Survey 
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Inspire
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Encourage

Being Head Girl is more than just 
wearing a badge and collecting 
assembly notices; it is being able  
to represent the school and taking 
pride in everything we do here.”  
- Head Girl



From debating and public speaking, to drama and 
music performances and from classroom feedback  
to leading assemblies, the voice of Sutton High School 
girls is a vibrant part of the school community. 

The members of the Head Girl’s Team each have  
specific roles, ranging from representational (speaking  
at Open Events), leadership (chairing Student Council 
and Student Forum), organisational (coordinating  
Charity Week), liaison (working with Prep School girls)  
to promoting participation in sport.

Form Captains, elected annually, are representatives 
on Student Council (Lower School) and Student Forum 
(Upper School). Chaired by the Head and Deputy Head 
Girls, both bodies provide opportunities for girls to share 
their thoughts and develop new initiatives and to help 
plan charity events. The Sports Captain works with the 
captain of individual sports on the Sports Council to 
coordinate events as well as training and encouraging 
younger girls. The fourth member of the Head Girl’s 
Team runs the Prep School Council, visits the Prep girls 
weekly and, along with a team of Senior girls, helps with 
guided reading and computing skills.

House Captains are responsible for motivating girls of 
all ages to take part in a variety of fun events which they 
organise to strengthen ties between year groups. Our 
House system has the perfect balance between healthy 
competition, entertainment and team spirit.

Pupil Voice 

Our voices are heard.” 
- School Council
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Encourage



At GCSE, Sutton High girls took advantage of the new 
“numbered” grading system which has been introduced 
to stretch high-achieving students. Over 21% of all our 
grades were level 9, which is the best possible mark 
candidates can attain, and is intended to enable better 
differentiation between the most able pupils. Nationally, 
only around 4% of GCSE entries were awarded level 9.

Three of our GCSE girls even gained straight level 9  
and A* grades, a considerable achievement given that 
just 732 students across the whole of England scored  
a clean sweep of level 9s.

Our commitment to tailored learning, small class sizes 
and outstanding pastoral care leads to consistently 
excellent examination results.   

In 2018, 80% of all A Level grades were A*-B, with girls 
realising their dreams by taking up places on prestigious 
university courses from Astrophysics to Zoology.

Sutton High School’s first ever A Level Computer 
Science results were 100% A*-A, and the majority of the 
cohort will be going on to study the subject at degree 
level with places at the University of Cambridge, Imperial 
College and King’s College, London.

There were also straight A*-A grades in Art, French and 
Religious Studies. In Mathematics, the most popular A 
Level taken at Sutton High, 69% of grades were A*-A.

of all A Level 
grades at A*-B

80%
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Examination Results

GCSE Results 2018 A Level Results 2018

55%

80%

97%

A*-B / 9-7 A*-B / 9-6 A*-C / 9-4

45%

80%
90%

A*-A A*-B A*-C
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Actuarial Science MANCHESTER  
and Mathematics 

Astrophysics QUEEN MARY, UL

Biology QUEEN MARY, UL

Biomedical Science SHEFFIELD

Business and Management DURHAM

Business and Management OXFORD BROOKES

Business Management COVENTRY

Civil Engineering SHEFFIELD

Computer Science CAMBRIDGE

Computer Science IMPERIAL COLLEGE, UL

Dentistry CARDIFF

Dentistry KINGS, UL

Economics LSE

History OXFORD

Human Geography KINGSTON

Human Physiology LIVERPOOL

International Relations BIRMINGHAM  
with Political Science

International Relations SHEFFIELD  
with Politics

Law LIVERPOOL

Mathematics BATH

Mathematics and Economics LSE

Mechanical Engineering NOTTINGHAM

Medicine NOTTINGHAM

Medicine IMPERIAL COLLEGE, UL

Medicine ST GEORGE’S, UL

Midwifery EAST ANGLIA

Modern Languages EAST ANGLIA

Modern Languages EXETER

Music BRUNEL

Primary Education with Music READING

Psychology in Education YORK

Zoology Bristol

Leavers’ Destinations

There are no ceilings to  
limit our achievements.” 
- Upper School Girl



The best interests of the 
students are at the heart  
of our community.” 
- Upper School Girl

There’s a huge sense of support, 
unity and encouragement.” 
- Upper School Girl 

36 |  Register for an Open Event at www.suttonhigh.gdst.net  

Nurture



We seek not only to foster a sense of community 
within school, but also to explore ways in which our 
girls can engage with, benefit from and give back 
to the wider community, whether that is achieved 
through time, money or talents.

Charity Week, a week of fundraising events  
organised by the Head Girl’s Team, takes place  
each January. Activities have included a silent disco,  
a bake-off competition, a Staff vs Sixth Form University 
Challenge, a charity fair and the hidden spoon 
competition where the number of hidden spoons 
corresponds to the school’s birthday (135 in 2019).  
Last year the charities we chose to support were 
Harrison’s Fund, Noahs Ark childrens’ hospice and  
the Teenage Cancer Trust.

We encourage all girls to participate in smaller regular 
acts of service. These range from reading with younger 
pupils, to folding 1000 paper cranes to send to the 
Peace Memorial Park in Hiroshima and supporting the 
local food bank. Community Service is an integral part 
of life in the Sixth Form - the timetable is structured to 
ensure that weekly sessions are available for girls to 
undertake projects which are of benefit to them and 
local charitable organisations, such as an annual project 
with a local primary school. Girls are involved in a wide 
range of voluntary activities ranging from teaching  
ICT skills to older people, to working in care homes,  
reading with Primary school children and running a 
STEM fair for primary school age children.

Community
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The Sutton High School Association
The aim of the Sutton High School Association is  
to bring together all the constituent groups making up 
the broad community of Sutton High School; current 
and past pupils, parents, staff, governors and other 
friends and supporters of the School. There is a vibrant 
programme of events, including the School Birthday 
Burns’ Celebration Supper, the annual alumnae 
reunions, lectures, exhibitions, a quiz night and a 
summer party. Current pupils benefit enormously  
from a wide network of contacts with former pupils 
and parents for career and university advice together 
with work experience opportunities.

I have felt very welcome  
as a parent.” 
- Independent Parents Survey
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Alumnae
When our girls say farewell to the school, we  
don’t just say goodbye and good luck for the future, 
we strive to keep in touch and offer our support  
to old girls as and when they need it – whether it  
be support in a change of direction or advice on  
career paths.  

Old girls are invited to come back into school regularly, 
to meet with and talk to current students, to regale  
them with stories of their outstanding achievements, 
high-flying careers, and life experiences. Reunions are 
hosted throughout the year for all ages. A Sutton High 
girl is a Sutton High alumna for life.  

Notable former pupils include: 
•  Jo Denovan (1978-1985) 

Managing Editor, BBC Radio, Former Governor  
of Sutton High School.

•  Agnes Grunwald Spier MBE (1955-1963) 
Author and founder-trustee of the Holocaust  
Memorial Trust, finalist in the GDST Alumna of the  
Year competition.  

•  Professor Sally Heslop (1967-1977) 
Head of Civil Engineering at University of Bristol.

•  Rachel Hore (1972-1979) 
Author, books include A Weekend in Paris. 

•  Susan Howatch (1952-1958) 
Author, books include The Starbridge Series.

•  Commander Maryla Ingham (1986-1995) 
The only female Commanding Officer among  
the 19 off shore patrol and mine-sweeping vessels  
in the Royal Navy, finalist in the GDST Alumna of the 
Year competition.

•  Karen Jones CBE (1960-1963) 
Hospitality Entrepreneur and Founder of Café Rouge.

•  The Rt Hon Ruth Kelly (1981-1983) 
Privy Councillor and Former Cabinet Minister. 

•  Professor Helen King (1969-1976)  
Professor of Classics, Open University,  
Governor of Sutton High School. 

•  Dr Helen Scales (1986 - 1995)  
Marine biologist, broadcaster and writer, finalist  
in the GDST Alumna of the Year competition.

•  Dr Para Patel (1991-2002) 
Head of Mentoring for the Golden Pavement Society, 
Former Chair of Governors, Sutton High School.
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Sutton High School nurtures 
and embraces every student’s 
individual talents.” 
- School Council member 
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Enthusiastic

What we learn with pleasure 
we never forget.” 
- Alfred Mercier



We are a selective school and entry at each stage  
is based on assessment and interview. 

Getting to Know Us:  
There are many opportunities to visit the school:  
Open Events, individual tours and Discovery  
afternoons.

Key Dates for 13+ Entry at  
September 2019

1 December 2018: Closing date for applications  
to sit the 13+ entrance exam

11 January 2019: 13+ Entrance Exam

February 2019: Offers posted

Admissions

Key Dates for Year 7 Entry at  
September 2019

Saturday 22 September 2018: Open Morning

1 October 2018: Closing date for applications to 
sit the 11+ entrance exam - application forms are 
available on the school website

15 October 2018: Closing Date for applications for 
Performance Scholarships

16 November 2018: 11+ Entrance Exam

December 2018: Offers posted

Thursday 7 February 2019; Offer Holders’ Event

Monday 4 March 2019: Deadline for acceptance  
of places

Our 11+ Entrance Examination consists of:  
-  a one hour English paper comprising a written 

comprehension and a piece of creative writing

-  a one hour written Maths paper testing key stage 2 
material, with extension questions

-  an online Reasoning test externally set by CEM with 
parts testing verbal reasoning, non-verbal reasoning 
and maths skills. Past papers are not made available.

–  A “one to one” interview; an opportunity for us to meet 
every girl on an individual basis. 

External candidates are offered a place based on an 
interview and a formal assessment. We expect girls 
entering the Sixth Form to have achieved a minimum  
of 8 GCSEs at grades 9 - 5 (or grades A* - C). Girls  
will be expected to achieve a grade 7 or above  
(or an A* or A grade) in the subjects that they wish  
to study at A Level.

We offer individual tours of our dedicated facilities  
and the opportunity to meet Subject Heads of 
Departments.  

Occasional Places 

A small number of places may be available in other  
year groups and possibly part way through an  
academic year. All enquiries should be directed to our 
Admissions Officer Mrs Julie White, on 020 8225 3001 
or admissions@sut.gdst.net. If a place is available, you 
will be invited to visit the school, following which an 
assessment can be arranged. This consists of written 
papers in Maths and English, a Reasoning test and  
an interview with the relevant Head of Year.  
Entrance midway through a GCSE or A Level  
course is not usually possible.

We hold the New Girls’ Induction Day in June for those 
joining year 7.
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Academic and Performance scholarships are available 
to girls applying to Sutton High School at 11+ and 
at Sixth Form entry. These are awarded on merit, 
irrespective of financial means.

Academic scholarships are awarded based on 
performance in the 11+ Entrance Examination or  
in the Sixth Form Scholarship Examination and may  
cover up to 50% of fees for outstanding candidates.  

Performance scholarships – for Art, Music and Sport – 
are assessed separately at 11+ and 16+. Awards of up to 
30% of fees may be awarded for outstanding candidates. 
At Sixth Form, the opportunity for a Drama scholarship  
is also available. 

Girls with Academic and Performance scholarships 
benefit from being selected for and taking part in 
activities appropriate for their stage, abilities and 
interests, as well as contributing in a proactive way 
throughout their time in school. Art and Music scholars 
are normally expected to study their subjects at 
GCSE. A scholarship is a responsibility as well as an 
achievement and is subject to continued performance 
and commitment.

Assessment for Performance scholarships is carried  
out in school. Candidates are invited to interview  
and are asked to perform practical tasks on the day. 
These assessments are carried out by subject specialists 
and are designed for candidates to demonstrate their 
ability, interest and potential.

Bursaries 

Bursaries are means-tested and worth up to 100% of 
fees. A number of bursaries are available at 11+ and 16+ 
entry. Their award is based on academic merit and the 
income and financial resources of the candidate’s family. 
Bursary applications are assessed by the GDST, but 
the final award of bursaries and scholarships is at the 
discretion of the Headmistress. Each bursary award is 
reviewed annually by the GDST, as income and financial 
resources may change. 

International Students 

We welcome applications from students who are 
permanently resident outside the United Kingdom. 
Overseas candidates follow the same entry process  
as UK residents. An additional EAL paper to assess  
their English language skills may be required.

Although we can usually arrange for overseas 
candidates to sit our assessment papers at their  
current school abroad, we strongly recommend that 
students visit us before accepting a place.

Scholarships

My daughter went to a taster  
day, which was really good…  
It made her look forward to 
joining the school.”
- Independent Parents Survey
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The best teachers are those who 
show you where to look but don’t 
tell you what to see.” 
- Alexandra K. Trenfor

Responsibility

A place to learn and  
make friends.” 
- Year 9 Girl 



I’ve got a very happy daughter 
and it’s worth every penny.” 
- Independent Parents Survey

Everything is interesting  
in Science.” 
- Year 8 Girl
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Fees and Term Dates

Fees cover the regular curriculum, school books, 
examination entry (not re-sits), stationery and  
other materials. Fees do not include school lunches. 
School lunches are mandatory for all girls in Reception 
to Year 11 (inclusive) and cost £226 for Senior  
School girls.  

Payment of Fees  
Fees may be paid termly in advance, or by monthly 
instalments (four per term). All fees must be paid by 
direct debit. The GDST also offers a prepaid scheme  
for which details are available on request.

School Fees

Fees for 2018/19

Senior School and Sixth Form - £5,681 per term

Term Dates

Autumn Term 2018 

Term Starts - Thursday 6th September 
Half Term - Monday 22nd October — Friday 2nd November 
Term Ends - Tuesday 18th December

Spring Term 2019 

Term Starts - Tuesday 8th January 

Half Term - Monday 18th — Friday 22nd February 

Term Ends - Friday 5th April

Summer Term 2019 

Term Starts - Tuesday 23rd April 
Half Term - Monday 27th May — Friday 31st May 

Term Ends - Thursday 11th July
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The school day starts at 8.25am, and girls can use the 
Library from 7.30am. The day finishes at 3.40pm, and the 
Library remains open until 6.30pm. to allow girls to do 
further study and complete their homework. 

Sutton High School is committed to the highest 
standards for the welfare and education of children.  
We therefore keep our policies under review and  
update them regularly. The key policies, which  
cover all aspects of your daughter’s education,  
are available to download from the website at  
www.suttonhigh.gdst.net/policies. 

These documents and other relevant policies are  
also available from the school office for your  
inspection and hard copies may be obtained  
upon request.



Travel to Sutton High School

At Sutton High School we encourage all pupils  
and staff to travel to and from School in an 
environmentally friendly fashion, using public 
transport where possible or walking or cycling.  
Where girls have to travel to School by car, we 
encourage parents to ‘park and stroll’, leaving  
the access areas around the School safer and  
freer from congestion at all times, being  
considerate of local residents.

Parking 

Meter parking is available in local roads. Opposite the 
Cheam Road entrance to the School, there is a public  
car park - Gibson Road Car Park. There is no parking  
on site.

Public Transport 
By Train 

Sutton Station Brighton Road, Sutton, SM2 5AD

Sutton mainline station is only 5 minutes walk from the 
school. There are regular direct services running from 
Clapham Junction, Wimbledon and the Epsom areas.

By Bus 

There are currently 13 bus routes running through Sutton 
town centre. For further information about each of these, 
please visit the Transport For London website.

Minibus routes.  
For further information  
please contact  
admissions@sut.gdst.net
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Southfields 
Station

Wimbledon 
Park Station

Mostyn Rd  
(top end)

Marryat Rd 
(top end) 

Wimbledon 
Library

Wimbledon 
TheatreSheridan Rd (near 

Church Lane)

Mostyn Rd  
(near Kenley 

Road)

Coombe 
Lane West

Copse Hill

Worcester Park 
– The Avenue

Worcester Park 
– Bucklands Way

New Malden 

Worcester  
Park – Manor 

Drive

Worcester Park 
– St Phillips 

Avenue

Ashtead

Epsom  
– West Hill 

Ewell East  
Station

Purley

CoulsdonChipstead  Banstead  

Route 1

Route 2

Route 3

Route 4

Route 5

Route 6

Tadworth

School Minibus Service 
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Our School Site

Prep School
Reception1

Hayes Hall2

Discovery Zone3

Homestead/Foundation Stage4

“Tops and Tails”5

6

8

10

1 2
3

4
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Senior School
Reception1

Dining Room2

Lees Hall3

Sixth Form Suffolk House4

Science Building5

Garden Building6

Charlesworth Room7

Library8

The Study9

The Dene Music Centre10

Sports Complex
Sports Hall1

Swimming Pool2

Dance Studio3

Hospitality Suite4

1

2

3

4

5

7

9

1

23
4

5
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Senior School Leadership Team

HEADMISTRESS 
Mrs K Crouch BSc, NPQH

DEPUTY HEAD 
Mrs B Dawson BA

DIRECTOR OF PASTORAL CARE  
Ms E Clark BSc  

DIRECTOR OF STUDIES 
Dr S Lawlor-Price MA, PhD  

DIRECTOR OF LEARNING & PARTNERSHIPS 
Mrs J Ward BSc, MSB

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND OPERATIONS 
Mr M Leeson BSc  

DIRECTOR OF EXTERNAL RELATIONS 
Mrs D Young

SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY
Dr C Laverick - Acting Chair 

Professor H King

Dr J Padley

Mr W Rogers

Mrs J Santinon

Mr S Scammel

HEADS OF YEAR
Mrs H Harvey - Head of Years 12 and 13 

Mrs J Peel - Head of Years 10 and 11

Miss F Cook - Head of Year 9

Mrs K De Florimonte - Head of Years 7 and 8

Staff List - September 2018
TEACHING STAFF
Ms A Baboolall BSc, Computer Science & DT

Dr O Bartalini BSc, PhD, Physics

Dr K Baskerville BSc, PhD Mathematics

Mrs E Berner BA, D.C.G. Careers

Ms N Bhogal PG Dip. Mathematics

Mrs J Binet MA, SENCO

Miss M Brandon BA, Modern Languages

Mrs S Cartwright MA, Art

Mr C Coles BA, MA, History

Miss F Cook MA, Geography

Mrs J Davies BA, Classics

Mrs A Drewniak-Davis MA, EAL

Dr U Ekwue MA, MEd, PhD, Psychology

Ms S Fillingham MA, MA, Modern Languages

Mrs K de Florimonte BSc, Mathematics

Dr R Gale BSc DPhil, Biology 

Mrs B Goode MA, BSc, Chemistry

Mr P Grant BA (Ed), Design Technology

Mrs E Gregory Maîtrise Poitiers EAL, Modern Languages

Miss R Hargrave BEd, MA, Physical Education

Mr J Hargraves BMus, Music

Mrs H Harvey BA, English

Miss A Hatchwell BSc MSc, Geography

Mrs L Hobbs BA, English

Mrs S James BA, History

Mrs A Jenkins BSc, Biology

Dr P Johonnett BSc, PhD, Chemistry

Mrs S Knight BSc MA, Mathematics

Mrs S Lawler BA, Modern Languages

Mrs A Lim BSc, Chemistry

Mrs J Luck BA, Music
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Mrs S Mannix BA, MA, Art

Ms S Manser BSc, Physical Education

Mrs H Murphy BA, Physical Education

Ms S Norman BA, MA, DT

Mr T Parkins BA, BA, MA, English

Miss H Patterson BA, PSR

Mrs J Peel BA, English

Mrs F Perks BSc, Biology

Mr G Pettitt BA, Physical Education

Mrs E Russell BA, Religious Studies

Mrs A Sawney BA, Drama

Mrs J Speck BA, Religious Studies

Dr M Symons BSc, PhD, Mathematics

Mr J Telford MSc, Physics 

Mrs S Thomas BA, Modern Languages 

Mr T Thomas BSc, Computer Science

Dr P Wade BSc, PhD Mathematics

Mr D Walter MSc, Economics and Politics

Mrs A Williamson - Jones BSc, MSc,  
Physical Education

Mr J P Winter BA, Art

Mrs L Worrall BA, English

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 

Mrs L Becker, Data Management Officer

Mrs A Bulkeley, Finance Manager, FCCA

Mrs M Cheshire, Administrative Officer  
and Receptionist 

Mrs L Clinkscales-Girdler, Administrative  
Officer and Receptionist

Mr R Cooper, Website and Digital  
Communications Officer

Mrs D Izzard, Database Administrator 

Mrs A Griffin, Finance Assistant

Miss C Hayward, PA to Headmistress

Mrs T Pamphlett, Assistant EVC

Mrs J White, Admissions Officer
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When I started at Sutton High  
I was immediately struck by the girls.  
They made me feel very welcome...  
I noticed how supportive the girls  
are of each other.” 
- Teacher



FORTITER   FIDELITER   FELICITER

D
es

ig
ne

d 
by

 tu
gb

oa
td

es
ig

n.
co

.u
kSutton High School

55 Cheam Road, Sutton,  
Surrey SM1 2AX

T. 020 8642 0594
E. office@sut.gdst.net
www.suttonhigh.gdst.net


