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Welcome to our Sixth Form...

Life in the Sixth Form is a unique and memorable experience.  
It is both the culmination of your school career and preparation  
for the next stage of your life as an independent, confident adult.  
Our wish is for you to leave Sutton High not only with the best  
possible A Level results but with a sense of achievement, purpose  
and self-worth and a secure knowledge of your strengths and abilities.
 
Life in the Sixth Form is characterised by energy, hard work, 
enthusiasm, laughter and fun. We very much look forward to 
welcoming you to our Sixth Form where you will find an inclusive  
and supportive atmosphere and an enthusiastic ‘can do’ ethos.

The Sixth Form Centre is housed in Suffolk 
House which lies at the heart of the Senior 
School. The accommodation is set over three 
floors of designated Sixth Form only space.  
The common room, with a café area and 
kitchen, is located on the ground floor, and girls 
have use of their own outside courtyard which 
is furnished with garden tables and benches. 
The Art Studio, a designated teaching room for 
A Level students, is located on the ground floor. 
Upstairs are six teaching rooms including an 
MFL classroom equipped with state-of-the-art 
ICT teaching resources, as well as an office for 
the use of the Head Girls’ Team and The View.

The View, located on the top floor, gives girls 
a quiet space for independent study with a 
spectacular view looking towards London.  

The Sixth Form Centre allows girls to feel very 
much in the centre of the school, with easy 
access to Georgia’s Café for coffees as well 
as freshly baked cakes and cookies, whilst 
providing them with space and time to  
achieve their academic ambitions.

Sixth Form girls at Sutton High School  
work hard to achieve their goals. They  
leave us as confident and successful young 
women eager to make their mark on the  
21st century. We are very proud of them  
and all that they achieve.
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For subjects girls may not have studied at GCSE, 
the following GCSE results are important.

Economics Mathematics

Further  
Mathematics  You need to have 

achieved 85% in GCSE  
or IGCSE Mathematics  
or equivalent 

Politics History and English

Psychology  Mathematics and 
Science 

Physical Education   Science

Please note that A Level Physics  
can only be studied in conjunction  
with A Level Mathematics or  
Mathematics in Context.

Moving into the Sixth Form 
Transfer from Year 11 to Year 12 is seen as normal 
progression at Sutton High School. Girls in Year 
11 are guaranteed a place in Year 12 subject 
to their GCSE results. Places in the Sixth Form 
are offered to external candidates based on 
an interview, a formal assessment and GCSE 
results.

Girls choose four subjects (or five with Further 
Mathematics) to start with, from the broad range 
offered in Year 12. Following internal subject 
confirmation tests in October of Year 12, the 
majority will drop one subject and study three 
subjects for the remainder of the A Level course.

This choice should be based upon personal 
interests, subjects girls are enjoying and 
research. Girls will receive individual guidance 
interviews in both Years 10 and 11 to help them 
make their choice.

Sixth Form scholarships  
and bursaries 
 
Girls are encouraged to apply for the following 
Sixth Form scholarships: Academic, Art, 
Drama, Music and Sport, according to their 
ability and talents. Academic scholarships are 
awarded based on performance in the Sixth 
Form scholarship examination and may cover 
up to 50% of fees for outstanding candidates. 
Performance scholarships of up to 30% of fees 
may be awarded for outstanding candidates. 
Our Sixth Form scholars act as ambassadors 
for the subject area in which they hold their 
scholarship and take part in the Sixth Form 
Scholarship Programme.

We also welcome applications for bursary 
funding of up to 100% of fees. As a charity,  
the GDST aims to be an access enabler: seeking 
out the brightest, most deserving girls for 
bursaries so that the largest possible number 
of talented girls can benefit from an excellent 
GDST education. In particular, we aim as far as 
we can to focus our support on girls for whom 
the chance of a GDST education would be a 
transformative, life-changing prospect. Bursary 
awards are means-tested so their value is 
related to the income and financial resources  
of the student’s family.

Full details of the application procedure  
for both scholarships and bursaries will  
be available in the autumn.

We look forward to welcoming you 
into Sutton High School Sixth Form...

4

Joining our Sixth Form
In the Sixth Form we are able to offer an individualised 
programme of study to suit all of our girls. Our standard offer 
is for girls to study three A Level subjects plus an EPQ, with 
girls having achieved GCSE grade 7s or above in the subjects 
they wish to follow at A Level. If this is not suitable we will 
endeavour to be flexible in our approach, tailoring our offer  
to meet individual needs. Our aim is that girls thrive in the 
Sixth Form by following a programme of study that plays  
to their strengths.

External applicants are expected to achieve eight GCSEs  
at grade 9 – 5 and to achieve a grade 7 or above in the 
subjects they wish to study at A Level.
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During their time in the Sixth Form, girls develop 
into confident, accomplished young women. 
They emerge as effective leaders, committed 
team workers and clear communicators, poised 
for future challenge. In encouraging girls to 
aim high, we support them with a strong team 
of tutors, skilled specialist subject teachers 
and an outstanding higher education and work 
experience advice service, tailored to their 
individual needs.

Our purpose is to provide the environment 
where girls are intellectually stimulated and 
where they enjoy success, so that they are 
ready to realise their potential at university  
and beyond. 

Sixth Form Enrichment 
Programme 
 
Our bespoke Sixth Form Enrichment 
Programme provides girls with a diverse 
range of opportunities designed to support 
and extend their academic studies, combining 
visits, external speakers, workshops and taught 
lessons:

•  Autumn Year 12 – Becoming an Independent 
Learner and Giving Something Back

•  Spring Year 12 – Becoming a Researcher

•  Summer Year 12 – Developing Wider Interests 
and Becoming a Leader

•  Autumn Year 13 – Becoming a More Effective 
Academic Communicator

•  Spring and Summer Terms Year 13 – Beyond 
Sutton High

6

We are proud of the academic success achieved by our ambitious  
Sixth Form girls. We structure our curriculum and enrichment 
programme to maximise every girl’s individual potential, 
providing extension opportunities and specialist preparation  
for both her A Level studies and her future aspirations. Achieving your potential
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From the wealth of opportunities we offer, we 
expect everyone to be involved in learning to 
lead, whether that is amongst your peer group, 
leading the younger girls, or both.

You will learn about the key leadership skills:

• Decision making

• Negotiation and conflict resolution

• Perceiving others

• Influence and persuasion

• Motivation

Essential to these is the principle that one of the 
most vital lessons is to learn to lead yourself. 
Developing and practising leadership skills is 
one of the best ways to increase awareness of 
your emotions and motivations, enhancing your 
self-awareness and emotional intelligence.

With our unique enrichment programme all 
girls have the opportunity to develop their 
skills of reflection and leadership. All girls are 
encouraged to apply for at least one leadership 
position during their time in the Sixth Form.

Leadership possibilities include Sports Council, 
House Teams, Head Girl and Deputy Head Girl, 
the Magazine Committee and the opportunity 
to represent the school on the GDST Student 
Council.

8

Reaching the top of the school affords a unique opportunity for you 
to practise leadership skills. We want you to learn to motivate others 
to work with you and to get things done. Most meaningful change 
requires working with other people, and being able to do something 
about a situation you want to change will help in the workplace and  
in social interactions now and into the future.Leadership

Head Girls’ Team 
2018/19
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The Sixth Form is a time when you

·  depend less on others and take on more 
responsibility

· make decisions and solve problems

· work out life values

· form your own identity

In achieving this it is necessary to make 
some mistakes, to explore and have new 
experiences. With the enrichment programme 
girls are supported in this transition to become 
independent learners.

One of our most important aims is to help you 
develop the desire and ability to think on your 
own. Independent thinking empowers you 
to evaluate whether the information being 
presented is true or reasonable. This differs  
from critical thinking, which is the process  
used to collect and process information to  
arrive at a logical conclusion. 

Independent thinkers feel the need to 
make sense of the world based on personal 
observations and experiences rather than  
just going along with the thoughts of others. 
They strengthen a team because they 
understand that different backgrounds and 
perspectives bring different ideas and solutions 
and are willing to share their ideas. In the Sixth 
Form, you need to be inquisitive of set theories, 
ask why things happen the way they do and be 
prepared to defend the conclusions you form.

10

Current research on the rapidly burgeoning field of neuroscience 
is providing an expanding base of evidence showing that brain 
development continues for decades. We now know that brain 
development is influenced by the environment, and that the long 
period of adolescence is a particularly sensitive time.Growing independence
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Practising and prioritising your responsibilities 
to local, national and global communities means 
that you must consider seriously a number of 
social, cultural, economic and environmental 
issues. Positive attitudes and approaches help 
individuals have a lasting impact on society. 
At the top of the school, you will be able to 
influence the Sutton High community in a highly 
visible way. For example, Sixth Form girls are 
responsible for leading the Student Council 
and organising the school’s charity fundraising 
activities. They also initiate and run their own 
projects such as Amnesty International Group 
and Eco Club.

In addition, you will have protected timetabled 
time to pursue activities outside school in an 
area of your choice. This could be volunteering 
in a care home, or primary school. It could mean 
work experience with a charity such as the 
Stroke Association or Riding for the Disabled. 
Whatever you decide to do, the time spent 
in supporting the community in this way will 
challenge and reward you.

Social responsibility is about being part of a community and taking  
a role in the lives of others. 

Developing your  
social responsibility

12
Sixth Form partnership with 
Robin Hood Junior School
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Within a few months you will be balancing 
the preparation for examinations with 
researching university courses. You will need 
to adapt quickly to different study habits, 
time management, new responsibilities, and 
broadening horizons. It is an intensive, exciting 
time which will bring its own rewards and 
challenges. You will need to pace yourself  
and select the opportunities you wish to pursue. 

As part of the GDST network of schools,  
a wealth of opportunity opens up to you  
in the Sixth Form. You will be able to apply for 
Trust scholarships not only for future study and 
work experience, but also for travel. Intense 
competition takes place for prestigious prizes in 
modern foreign languages, poetry and writing. 
Each summer a GDST residential weekend 
event is held, alternating between Oxford and 
Cambridge, to inspire girls and to demystify 
the Oxbridge application process. A residential 
weekend tailored for those girls looking at 
Engineering and Architecture is held in Bath.

We arrange specialist talks from universities 
to help you understand the process and what 
universities are looking for, plus important 
information on how to make your application  
as strong as possible. 

Individual support and guidance is given to 
every student, whatever she aspires to, be it 
university, degree apprenticeship, foundation 
course or overseas study. Practical advice is also 
offered regarding finances, accommodation and 
life in general at university.

Our biennial Careers Fair is another opportunity 
for gathering information from over 60 different 
professionals who visit the school to support 
you and share their words of wisdom and 
advice.

University entrance tests 
 
The GDST offers specialist tutoring days 
for some of the admissions tests such as 
UKCAT, BMAT and LNAT and there is also 
the opportunity to attend a special Oxbridge 
preparation weekend, alongside intensive 
interview workshops. Our Head of Careers and 
Higher Education, Sixth Form tutors and subject 
staff are always glad to be able to offer you help 
and advice.

14

In the Sixth Form the perspectives alter and the pace increases.  
From the beginning you will experience rich academic pursuits in 
specialist study and a prominent role to play in school life whilst 
enjoying the superb facilities.Widening perspectives

Sutton High School Careers Fair 
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Wider opportunities

Alumnae and networking 
 
As a Sutton High Sixth Former you will have 
the benefit of access to the GDST Alumnae 
Network, the nationwide group of over 75,000 
former GDST students, as well as our own 
school alumnae network. This enables you  
to ask for information from any alumna about  
their experiences or particular career paths. 
GDST girls and alumnae are additionally 
now connected by an exclusive new app  
called Rungway, which allows students to  
ask questions and forge connections direct  
from their mobile phones.

In the corporate world, the GDST also offers  
you opportunities to apply for internships  
and insight days with global employers such  
as Nomura, Deloitte and HSBC, and a number  
of financial awards are also available to  
Sixth Formers. 

Our comprehensive careers advice service is 
integrated into our entire Sixth Form curriculum 
and will provide advice and support to you  
at every stage, enabling you to make  
an informed choice and the right decisions  
for you.

During your time in the Sixth Form you will have the  
opportunity to explore the world of work and broaden  
your horizons. We encourage all girls to embrace a work 
experience opportunity during their time in the Sixth Form.

Chloë and Jessica at the American 
Embassy for the Women of the Future 
annual reception in May 2018. Five of 
our Sixth Formers were amongst a group 
of just 100 girls invited to attend the 
reception, which featured high profile 
speakers and the chance to network  
with 100 leading women in business  
and society.
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The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) allows students to extend their 
abilities beyond the A Level subjects they are studying and helps them 
prepare for university or their future career. The EPQ product can be either 
an academic report of 5,000 words or an artefact; past examples include  
a novel, a sari and a car engine. 

The joy of the EPQ is that girls have the intellectual freedom to choose 
their own field of research and develop their own title, increasing the 
enjoyment and ownership of their learning. It is worth half an A Level  
and many universities include the EPQ in their offer to students as it 
develops many of the essential skills required for university study such  
as researching and essay writing.

18

Extended Project 
Qualification 
EPQ gives girls the opportunity to  
explore and research in depth an  
area of personal interest. Course summary: 

Girls attend EPQ skills lessons during Year 12 
where they will learn how to become effective 
researchers. They also develop project 
management skills including time, resource and 
task management alongside the skills required 
for academic writing including referencing and 
preventing plagiarism. 

During the year they will work with a member  
of staff who acts as their supervisor to:

• choose an area of interest

• develop a title 

• plan, research and carry out their project

•  write and deliver a presentation to  
a non-specialist audience

•  complete a production log which provides 
evidence of all the stages of development  
for their project

The product is completed during the first  
part of Year 13, and this is followed by  
the presentation and submission of the 
production log. 

Assessment: 
The evidence for assessment comprises  
the following:

•  The completed production log: 
This includes a record of initial ideas, the 
outline plan, records of research completed, 
advice from the supervisor and action taken 
as a result of this advice including any 
resulting changes to the plan, records of the 
presentation and reflection on the process  
of producing the product.

•  The project product: 
This will include a written report of 
approximately 5,000 words for a research 
based product, or a written report of 
approximately 1,000 words to accompany  
an artefact.
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Mathematics 
in Context 
Mathematics in Context is a new course 
intended for students who are keen to 
extend their GCSE maths skills for future 
study or work, but who are not planning  
on taking Mathematics at A Level.

Studying this course is an excellent way to underpin your A Level  
studies by maintaining your mathematical skills. It will help to refine  
and develop the maths capabilities you need for Biology, Chemistry  
and Physics, as well as other subjects such as Computer Science,  
Design & Technology, Economics, Geography and Psychology.

The course will allow you to understand and apply mathematics to 
everyday situations, such as how long it would take to pay off a student 
loan or calculate percentage increases to your salary. You will also 
discover how maths can predict the wider future, such as the impact  
of global warming or the use of social media.

Course summary: 
There are four content strands: Application 
of Statistics, Linear Programming, Probability 
and Sequences & Growth. The course will 
help you to consolidate your knowledge, skills 
and understanding of GCSE concepts, while 
extending your learning to a higher level.

The four content strands cover methods and 
techniques that are applied throughout the 
course across 12 topics: Social Media, Society, 
Sport, Clothing Industry, Finance, Creative Arts, 
Health, Economy, Travel, Environment, Disasters 
and Engineering.

Mathematics in Context encourages  
students to:

•  apply a range of mathematical methods, 
including using modern calculators and 
spreadsheets, to find solutions to problems

•  use a variety of mathematical and statistical 
approaches to represent and analyse problems

•  generate and apply mathematical solutions to 
non-routine questions and problems, taking 
creative approaches where possible

•  test and evaluate answers and conclusions

Assessment: 
Students will be assessed through two  
written papers.

The qualification on offer is a Level 3 certificate 
from Edexcel, which is equivalent to an AS Level 
and is widely recognised by universities and 
employers for its transferable skills.
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Geography 
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Studying Art provides you with a range of valuable key skills including 
independent work practice, in-depth research skills, self-motivation,  
and of course heightened visual literacy.
 
For you?
Studying Art will allow you to explore the visual world to enhance  
and stimulate your creative journey. Skills and techniques must be  
learned but qualities of imagination and the examination of cultural  
and aesthetic themes are of equal importance. You will investigate  
the subject, learning a broad range of practical techniques whilst  
fulfilling your own intentions with dynamic and exciting outcomes.

Art 
Art is the expression and application  
of human creative skill and imagination.  
In other words, art allows us to display our 
inspiration, whether it is through drawing, 
painting, sculpture, film or photography.

“ The Sixth Form Art Studio means we have our own 
dedicated space to be creative – it’s amazing.”

This subject encourages students to:  

•  develop ideas informed by analytical and 
critical understanding 

•  experiment with a broad range of media  
and materials, reviewing and refining  
their progress 

•  develop recording skills through formal 
elements and formulate original and  
personal ideas 

•  present exciting and dynamic final pieces  
of work supported by extensive and  
coherent investigations 

Subject overview:

The A Level Art course at Sutton High School is 
a fine art course, allowing students to work in 
the broadest range of media and enabling them 
to discover and exploit their individual strengths. 
All visual investigations are underpinned by 
in-depth study of artists and art theory, ensuring 
that students develop outcomes which are 
personal and meaningful to their own areas of 
interest. This approach provides students with 
a firm basis on which to base applications to 
art college for the full range of creative careers. 
Studying art and design also provides students 
with experience of independent research, 
creative problem solving and analytical thinking 
which are key skills pertinent to a range of 
university courses outside of the arts. Most 
students who go on to study art and design 
in higher education progress to a one year 

foundation course before applying for degree 
courses. Careers available to art students 
include all of the design disciplines (fashion, 
theatre, product, architecture, photography and 
graphics) as well as gallery and museum work, 
education, and cultural journalism.  

The disciplines associated with art and design 
are painting and drawing, printmaking, sculpture, 
ceramics, mixed media, digital photography, film 
and installation.

In thematic coursework projects, students 
will explore a range of media and techniques 
in guided workshops before developing 
personal responses to their theme as a final 
outcome in the media of their choice. Students 
will explore their subject matter in a range of 
media based on personal strengths and areas 
for development. Coursework projects will 
be followed by an examination project based 
on a theme set by the examination board. 
The final piece for this project is produced 
under examination conditions. Assessment is 
ongoing throughout the course, and based 
on examination criteria as set out by the 
examination board. One-to-one tutorial sessions, 
group analysis of work, and formal assessment 
marksheets are all used throughout A Level Art.



Biologists today are working to solve the biggest challenges currently 
facing the planet. Some of the most exciting work in science occurs when 
biology is combined with other science subjects as in biochemistry and 
biotechnology, although it also fits in well with non-science subjects, 
especially if you are keen to keep your options open at A Level.

For you?
Biology is an academic course where you will combine theory and 
practical work to support your studies. Practical work will take  
place in the laboratory to improve your investigative skills and will  
also take place on field trips. Throughout the course, you will develop  
your critical thinking and communication skills by presenting the  
findings from your research and investigations. Come with questions  
and prepare to be challenged.

Biology 
Biology is the study of life: from  
trees to ocean trenches, ecosystems  
to organs and dinosaurs to DNA.

“ It is exciting to learn about yourself and how you 
work. It has opened my eyes to how advanced we 
are as a species.” 

This subject encourages students to: 

•  develop their interest in and enthusiasm for 
biology, including developing an interest in 
further study and careers in biology 

•  appreciate how society makes decisions 
about scientific issues and how the sciences 
contribute to the success of the economy  
and society 

•  develop and demonstrate a deeper 
appreciation of the skills, knowledge  
and understanding of how science works 

•  develop essential knowledge and 
understanding of different areas of biology  
and how they relate to each other

Subject overview: 

The new A Level Biology course includes 
modules such as Cells, Biological Molecules, 
Exchange and Transport, Biodiversity,  
Disease, Communication, Energy and Genetics.  
These will be studied over two years.

Practical activities are embedded within the 
learning outcomes of the course and will 
contribute towards the practical endorsement. 
Practical skills will also be assessed in 
the written papers. Students will practise 
the different types of questions used in 
examinations as they proceed through the 
course and these include multiple choice 
questions, short and extended response 
questions, problem solving questions and 
calculations.

A field trip to the Isle of Wight will be arranged 
to support the teaching of Ecology during the  
A Level course. 
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Some concepts are challenging, but the high practical content of the 
course will help you understand and apply the theory. The transferable 
skills gained are many and the satisfaction of understanding how and  
why reactions happen is immeasurable. 
 
For you? 
Why do transition metals form coloured compounds? Why does the  
pH scale go from 1-14? The answers to these questions and more  
can be found in A Level Chemistry. Whether you wish to study science 
subjects at university or you just enjoy chemistry, you will learn 
to analyse information logically. Practical chemistry plays a key role  
in which observational skills, manual dexterity and precision are vital.

Chemistry 
Chemistry is a fascinating subject.  
It encompasses both academic and 
laboratory skills, developing logical  
and analytical thinking, numeracy  
and creativity.  

“ I chose Chemistry because I thought it would be 
interesting and enjoyable. I haven’t been disappointed! 
Chemistry is never boring and you continually develop 
new practical and theoretical skills.”

This subject encourages students to: 

•  acquire the confidence to apply their 
understanding of scientific concepts to 
unfamiliar phenomena and information   

•  develop the ability to communicate scientific 
ideas logically and concisely 

•  appreciate the way in which chemistry can be 
used to reduce environmental problems, to 
raise standards of living, fight disease, improve 
health and benefit industry 

•  develop their interest in and enthusiasm  
for chemistry 

Subject overview:  
A Level Chemistry involves the study of  
four aspects of the subject.  

•  Physical Chemistry. This covers topics such  
as Structure and Bonding, Kinetics, Equilibria  
and Energetics.

•  Inorganic Chemistry. This involves the study of 
transition metals, trends in groups 2 and 7 and 
across the periodic table, mole calculations 
and redox reactions.

•  Organic Chemistry. This involves looking at a 
range of families of organic compounds, their 
properties and reactions. Identification and 
analysis of compounds is studied both through 
test tube reactions and instrumental methods 
including spectroscopy. The study of some 
biochemistry is also covered.  

•  Practical Chemistry. There is no coursework 
but there will be a set number of practical tasks 
which must be carried out during the course.  
A record of these is kept and students will then 
receive a separate pass/fail grade with their  
A Level result. The practical tasks are not part 
of the final A Level grade, however written 
questions in the examination papers will 
assess the understanding of practical skills.

2928
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Long after today’s pupils leave school and enter the workplace - long after 
the technologies used at school are obsolete - the principles learnt in 
Computer Science will still hold true. 

For you?
Through the study of computer programming, the course will help  
you develop critical thinking, analysis and problem solving skills.  
For many, it’ll be a fun and interesting way to develop these skills,  
which can be transferred to other subjects and even applied in  
day-to-day life. In this way, the course will stimulate interest and 
engagement with technology and technology-related careers.  
You will be taught how to write real programs that solve real issues,  
as well as designing the odd game on the way.

Computer 
Science 
Computer Science is a rigorous, fascinating 
and intellectually challenging subject.

“ This course combines many disciplines which I am 
interested in. It is based on mathematical principles, 
but also allows room for creativity. I am looking 
forward to building my own robots, apps and electrical 
gadgets in the future. Having free reign to program 
these really excites me because technology is so 
prevalent in today’s society.”

This subject encourages students to:

•  demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
of the principles and concepts of computer 
science, including abstraction, logic, algorithms 
and data representation

•  apply knowledge and understanding of the 
principles and concepts of computer science, 
including analysing problems in computational 
terms

•  design, program and evaluate computer 
systems that solve problems, making reasoned 
judgements about these and presenting 
conclusions

Subject overview: 
This A Level course is designed to develop  
an understanding of computer science  
and to provide the knowledge and skills 
required for participation in an evolving 
computer-dependent society. The emphasis 
is on studying the principles of computation in 
order to solve real-life problems; there is no 
particular emphasis on hardware or proprietary 
technologies. There is a general focus on 
‘computational thinking’, which is a kind of 

reasoning that is used by both machines  
and humans, involving abstraction and 
decomposition. Thinking computationally  
is an important life skill, directly applicable  
in all vocations.

There are four written examinations, each 
contributing 25% to the total result. Two of these 
papers focus on programming and algorithm 
design, and cover specifically the case studies 
that students will have been working on during 
the months before the exams.

The course would be ideal for students who 
wish to go on to university or employment 
where a knowledge of computer science  
would be beneficial - in particular medicine, 
law, business and all of the science, technology 
and engineering disciplines. It is endorsed 
by all of the top universities, including Oxford 
and Cambridge, as a very acceptable entry 
qualification.
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It calls for you to become independent and innovative problem solvers,  
who look for needs, wants and opportunities and respond to them creatively.  
The combination of practical skills and an understanding of aesthetics, social  
and environmental issues, function and industrial practices allows you to  
evaluate past and present design and technology and use this to stimulate  
your own thinking.  
 
For you? 
Yes, if you are creative or engineer minded, if you enjoy making things and  
solving problems, if you want to have a career in architecture, engineering  
or design. During the course you will develop an iterative approach towards 
design. You will use creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes  
that solve real and relevant problems, considering the needs and values  
of others, as well as your own.

DT Product 
Design 
Design and Technology prepares you  
to participate in tomorrow’s rapidly  
changing society. 

“ This course provides a relaxing atmosphere where 
there are no limits on creative ideas due to the small 
class sizes and dedicated teachers. My favourite part 
of the course has been learning to develop my ideas 
and open my eyes to different options available when 
working towards a final design.”

This subject encourages students to:  

•  understand how design and technology affects 
our lives 

•  contribute to the use and development  
of technology in our society through informed 
participation 

•  become autonomous and creative problem 
solvers, as individuals and members of teams, 
identifying needs, wants and opportunities and 
responding to them 

•  relate personal experience to the work of 
commerce and industry 

•  become discerning and responsible 
consumers 

 
 

Subject overview: 
Students will learn about materials, components 
and application. Topics covered will include 
materials, properties and uses, modern 
and smart materials, hand and commercial 
processes, environmental and sustainability 
issues, ergonomics and anthropometrics, 
inclusive design, materials and product testing 
and design and market influences. There will be 
an element of theory but where possible much 
of the content will be taught through designing 
and making. Students will carry out a number of 
smaller design, make, or design and make tasks 
before embarking on a single substantial design 
and make activity.  
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It involves: an understanding and observation of human experience; 
the exploration of attitudes, opinions and issues; communication, 
concentration, sharing and teamwork; analytical and evaluation skills  
as well as the development of presentation and performance skills.

For you?
Drama is a highly structured discipline, which provides a unique 
opportunity for creativity, allowing you to explore issues and provoke 
ideas in a safe environment. Drama skills are welcomed in nearly every 
company and career. Employers recognise that good drama students  
can interact with people and deliver presentations of the highest  
quality with confidence, are skilled at managing others and make  
good leaders.
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Drama and 
Theatre Studies 

“ It’s a fun and practical exploration into the development 
of your acting and life skills.”  

This subject encourages students to:  

•  develop their interest in, and enjoyment of, 
drama and theatre 

•  develop their confidence as actors, directors 
and designers 

•  become reflective and independent readers 
and critics of plays from a range of genres 

•  acquire knowledge and understanding of the 
work of major practitioners 

•  show an increasing awareness of the contexts 
in which play texts were created 

•  develop their ability to communicate ideas 
effectively in discussion and in written tasks

Subject overview: 
There are three parts to the course and for all 
practical components you can be assessed on 
either acting or technical/design:

•  Component 1: Theatre Workshop - internally 
assessed, externally moderated 

  You will participate in the creation, 
development and performance of a piece 
of theatre based on a reinterpretation of an 
extract from a play, for example, you could 
perform the script but devise a new ending. 
The piece must be developed using the 
techniques and working methods of either an 
influential theatre practitioner or a recognised 
theatre company. This is a mixture of devising 
and scripted work. You must prepare a 
written creative log alongside the practical 
performance.

•   Component 2: Text in Action - externally 
assessed by a visiting examiner

  In this unit, you will take part in the creation, 
development and performance of two pieces 
of theatre based on a stimulus supplied by the 
exam board: 

 1.  a devised piece using the techniques and 
working methods of either an influential 
theatre practitioner or a recognised theatre 
company (a different practitioner or company 
to that chosen for Component 1).

 2.  an extract from a script performed  
in a different style of your choice. 

    You will need to produce a process and 
evaluation report within one week of 
completion of the practical work. 

•  Component 3: Text in Performance 

  Sections A and B: two questions, based on  
two different plays, one written pre-1956  
(eg Machinal by Sophie Treadwell) and one 
written post-1956 (eg Love and Information  
by Caryl Churchill).

  Section C closed book: One question based 
on a specified extract from The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, adapted 
by Simon Stephens.

  These plays will be explored practically 
throughout the course to prepare you 
thoroughly for this component.

“ The true purpose of theatre is to express  
life in its immense universal aspect, and  
from that life to extract images in which  
we find pleasure in discovering ourselves.”  
            – Antonin Artaud

Drama A Level develops the student 
intellectually, socially and pastorally.
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We consider how consumers make choices, the extent to which they are 
rational and the consequences they have for us, for government and for 
people in other parts of the world. 

For you?
You will enjoy Economics if you are interested in news stories happening 
in the UK and the wider world. You will have an enquiring mind and will 
want to learn how to analyse consumer behaviour, government policies 
and key topics such as global trade, pollution, immigration and financial 
markets so that you understand what effect they may have on all of 
us. Economics lessons are a lively mixture of discussion, debate and 
argument.
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Economics 
Economics is about how we can best use 
the limited resources we have on the planet 
to maximise our own welfare, and the role 
governments can play in improving living 
standards around the world.  

“ Economics was a new subject to me and I didn’t 
completely know what it would involve. It has  
taught me about so much more than I could  
imagine. It has opened my eyes to the world  
around me and how it works.”

This subject encourages students to:  

•  develop an interest in learning how businesses 
and government create benefits and economic 
wealth and, conversely, how they may create 
costs which society has to pay, such as those 
associated with pollution or new house 
building projects 

•  enjoy assessing and presenting the merits  
of alternative courses of economic action 

•  take an interest in playing a full part in society: 
understanding why the government pursues 
certain actions and how it may use the tax 
system to influence people’s actions 

•  learn how to analyse data and use economic 
models in order to suggest solutions to real 
world problems or forecast future trends 

Subject overview: 
At the start of the course we begin by  
studying how markets work and why they fail. 
This includes simple modelling of an economy, 
demand and supply analysis and evaluating 
economic efficiency, as well as looking at 
reasons why markets fail and how this can be 
corrected, alongside the possible consequences 
for the economy and society in general. We 
cover areas of business economics including 
theory of the firm, how competition can be 
encouraged and the consequences of the 
existence of certain market structures such as 
monopolies and oligopolies. We also examine 
whether consumers are always rational and the 
implications this has on government policy.

We study the UK economy and how it can 
be managed by government using both 
demand and supply side policies, and the 
possible conflict between achieving different 
macroeconomic objectives. We then look 
globally at the problems faced by countries 
trying to eradicate poverty and consider how 
governments can ensure that economic growth 
leads to permanent economic development.
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It is both thought-provoking and immensely rewarding and develops  
skills of evaluation, analysis and empathy that can be applied in a variety 
of situations and are valued by universities and employers. The study 
of English Literature involves close reading of texts, researching social, 
historical and cultural contexts and the ability to articulate  
sophisticated ideas.

For you?
Yes, if you love reading and are prepared to work hard. You need to read 
background material such as criticism and biographies as well as your set 
texts. A sense of the historical and literary contexts of the books you are 
studying will also enhance your enjoyment of the course as will a desire  
to engage closely with language.
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English 
Literature 
English is a subject which involves 
the intellect, the imagination and  
the emotions.

“ The study of literature enriches your own personal 
development and offers a different way of looking  
at the world.”

This subject encourages students to: 

•  develop their interest in, and enjoyment  
of, literature 

•  develop as confident, independent and 
reflective readers of prose, poetry and drama, 
learning to express their responses effectively 

•  use literary terminology with understanding 
and discrimination 

•  consider other readers’ interpretations  
of texts 

•  increasingly show an awareness of the 
contexts in which texts were written,  
and are now understood 

•  explore comparisons and connections 
between literary texts

Subject overview: 
Students study eight texts in total from a wide 
variety of time periods and genres. A minimum 
of three will have been written pre-1900 and one 
post-2000. Examinations are a mix of closed 
and open text papers, all testing the key skills 
developed throughout the course.

In terms of drama, students will encounter one 
Shakespeare play and a further dramatic text, 
chosen from a prescribed list, with at least one 
of the two main genres (tragedy or comedy) 
being covered. The opportunity to develop  
a wider contextual understanding will be 
provided through the study of critical essays.

Students’ experience of prose will be from  
a thematic perspective, for example, women  
and society, childhood or the supernatural, 
whilst their work on poetry will include both 
unseen and previously discussed materials.  
In studying this genre, it is possible for students 
to look at one poet in depth or consider works 
from a specified time period or movement.

Coursework is an aspect of all A Level English 
Literature specifications and provides students 
with the opportunity to select and compare two 
texts of their own choosing, thus broadening 
the scope of A Level study to allow for personal 
interests to be pursued.
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French A Level will help you to develop an understanding of francophone 
culture. Having a language at A Level will put you at a great advantage. 
French is a useful subject to study for future careers in law or tourism, 
where having a linguistic edge will be beneficial.

For you?
During the interactive A Level course you will build on GCSE language 
and grammar to reach a high standard of spoken and written French. 
In addition to enhancing your language skills you will have a better 
understanding of the culture, society and history of France and French 
speaking countries and will reflect on some key French literary texts.
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French
“ To know a different language is to possess  
a second soul.” – Charlemagne

 
French is the second most commonly  
taught language in the world and an  
official language in 33 countries.

“ In French you learn not just a language but also about 
culture through music and film. Studying French will 
give you an edge over other students and could be 
very useful in the future, no matter what you decide  
to do.” 

This subject encourages students to: 

•  develop practical language skills so that you 
can understand and communicate in French 

•  discover the cultural, social, historical, 
geographical and political background  
of France 

•  reflect on some key French literary texts 

•  stimulate your intellect by thinking through 
social and ethical issues 

•  experience life abroad and build up confidence 
in talking to lots of different people  

Subject overview: 
Current affairs topics covered will include 
aspects of French society such as the study of 
contemporary French music, multiculturalism, 
the cyber-society and how criminals are treated. 

You will also be studying a set French literary 
text, which will be either a novel or a play, 
as well as an in-depth analysis of a thought-
provoking French film.

French A Level will develop your listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills. The 
speaking module will be conducted by your 
teacher examiner and you will undertake  
a conversation on your individual research 
project, as well as discussing your point of view 
on an A Level topic. You will learn to translate 
into and out of French, complete grammar 
exercises and develop the capacity to write  
well-structured essays in French.  

A study visit to France will take place, 
depending on interest, and local cultural  
visits to see French films and plays are 
organised. In addition, you have the opportunity 
to undertake a week’s work experience in  
France or Belgium through a specialised  
school travel company.
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A Level geographers will investigate Earth’s landscapes, peoples, places and 
environments whilst also unpicking the debates surrounding contemporary challenges 
facing the world. Geography is perfectly placed to synthesise the study of natural and 
social sciences, through the study of both physical and human geography. Our students 
will develop a holistic view of 21st century issues, preparing them for higher education 
and the world of work.  

For you?
Geography appeals to people who want to know more about the world in which they live 
and future possibilities when tackling the challenges it presents. It is for the adventurous 
and curious, the scientific and humanitarian. Our ‘shrinking’ world means there has 
never been a more important time to study geography - global issues have become 
more immediate and pertinent to our lives. Studying geography is a key step towards 
understanding the complexities of our world, through investigation of contemporary 
challenges such as global migration, human rights, trade, infectious diseases, water 
shortages and climate change.
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Geography 
“ Where we come from, what we do, what 
we eat, how we move about and how 
we shape our future are all directly the 
province of the geographer. More than 
ever we need the geographer’s skills and 
foresight to help us learn about the planet 
— how we use it and how we abuse it.”  
- Michael Palin

“ Not only are Geography lessons enjoyable, they are 
made all the more interesting by the fact that you  
can see what you learn happening all around you.” 

This subject encourages students to: 

•  Acquire and apply knowledge of physical  
and human processes over space and time

•  Develop an understanding of the  
inter-relationships between people  
and their environment

•  Objectively investigate a range of 
contemporary global and local issues

•  Develop numerical and analytical skills

•  Work as an effective member of a team

•  Independently research and evaluate both 
primary and secondary evidence

•  Write balanced and justified academic essays

From the spread of diseases to the destruction 
of fragile environments such as tundra and 
rainforests, geography covers a wide range of 
events, both human and physical, occurring on 
the surface of Earth. As a geography student 
you learn to appreciate economic, political 
and environmental viewpoints, as well as how 
influential geography has been in shaping the 
past and setting the context for our future.

Subject overview: 
The Edexcel A Level in Geography will give 
you the knowledge, understanding and skills 
necessary to become engaged global citizens. 
We will investigate topical issues such as:

• Globalisation

• Superpowers

• Tectonic hazards

• Water insecurity

• The geography of health

• Human rights

• Climate change and energy security

• Coastal landscapes

• The concept of place

A wide range of numerical and literacy  
skills will be developed in preparation  
for assessments which will include shorter 
structured responses, essays and an 
independent investigation.
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German A Level will help you to appreciate Germany’s culture as  
well as its thriving contemporary society. Having a language at  
A Level will put you at a great advantage. German combines well  
with subjects such as banking or engineering, adding a linguistic  
edge to your studies.

For you?
During the interactive A Level course you will build on GCSE language  
and grammar to reach a high standard of spoken and written German.  
You will discuss a wide range of contemporary issues - from the German 
music industry to the European Union. In addition to enhancing your 
language skills you will have a better understanding of the culture,  
society and history of German speaking countries.
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German
German is the most widely spoken  
language in Europe and is the world’s  
third strongest economy. 

“ The best part is when someone asks a spontaneous 
question and you realise you can reply fluently  
– then you feel like a true German linguist.”

This subject encourages students to:  

•   develop practical language skills so that you 
can understand and communicate in German 

•  discover the cultural, social, historical, 
geographical and political background  
of Germany 

•  reflect on some key German literary texts 

•  stimulate your intellect by thinking through 
social and ethical issues 

•  experience life abroad and build up confidence 
in talking to lots of different people

Subject overview: 
Current affairs topics covered will include 
aspects of society such as family dynamics, 
artistic culture including the attractions of Berlin, 
multiculturalism and the political background  
of Germany.

You will also be studying a set German literary 
text, which will be either a novel or a play, as 
well as an in-depth analysis of a successful 
recent German film.

German A Level will develop your listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills. The 
speaking module will be conducted by your 
teacher examiner and you will undertake  
a conversation on your individual research 
project, as well as discussing your point of view 
on an A Level topic. You will learn to translate 
into and out of German, complete grammatical 
exercises and develop the capacity to write  
well-structured essays in German. 

A study visit to Germany will take place, 
depending on interest, and local cultural  
visits to see German films and plays are 
organised. In addition, you have the opportunity 
to undertake a week’s work experience  
in Germany through a specialised school  
travel company.
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Historians are concerned with the reasons and consequences of people’s 
choices in local, national and international affairs. Students who study 
history learn to analyse a variety of source material and communicate  
their ideas effectively, skills which are an advantage in most careers.  
 
For you?
History is for students who find people’s stories fascinating and are able 
to empathise with them without judging them by twenty-first century 
standards. The course requires you to challenge and debate whilst  
a commitment to reading round the subject is essential. You will also  
be asked to study different interpretations of the past by historians.
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History 
It is an old but true saying that  
to understand the present one  
has to study the past.

“ The wide variety in our syllabus, from the English 
Revolution in the seventeenth century to Marxist 
revolution in Russia, is thoroughly interesting and 
enables us to put modern events into context.”

This subject encourages students to:  

•  understand that past events have a variety  
of causes and consequences that are 
assessed differently by various schools  
of historians 

•  develop the ability to speak in public and  
to debate an issue 

•  work independently in the coursework  
unit, including some freedom of choice  
on the topic 

•  master the art of essay writing in a coherent 
and analytical form 

•  apply the study of history to current events  
in order to see the wider perspective 

•  judge people in the past according to the 
mores of the time and with an understanding  
of bias and limited perspective

Subject overview: 
Students will study the English Revolution 
between 1625 and 1660, in addition to  
Tsarist and Communist Russia between 
the years 1855 and 1964. This will not only 
enable students to develop and deepen their 
understanding of two fascinating periods of 
history, but also encourage them to adopt a 
comparative approach to historical revolutions. 
The A Level will culminate in the conducting of 
an historical investigation into a period of time 
covering 100 years; students will then write up 
the results of their research in a coursework 
totalling between 3,000 and 3,500 words. In 
addition to developing their skills of research 
and historical essay writing, students will refine 
their skills of critical analysis when handling 
historical source materials and viewpoints.  
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Latin encompasses some of the greatest literature ever written. Virgil, for 
example, honed the art of epic writing, and Tacitus’ history is still moving 
and inspiring. Studying Latin will help with all of the Romance languages 
(French, Spanish, Italian, Romanian), but most importantly it will help you 
to express yourself more clearly and concisely in English.

For you?
Yes, if you enjoy Latin, you are interested in Roman literature and  
Greek myths, you like problem-solving and translating from ancient  
texts and you are prepared to have a go and try new things.
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Latin 
Latin is the language of the Roman Empire, 
which, at its height, stretched from beyond 
Hadrian’s Wall to the south of Egypt.

“ Latin is good fun. It gives me the chance to do 
something different. I like the translations and  
learning about important historical figures.” 

This subject encourages students to:  

•  read and make a personal response to  
a selection of Latin literature 

•  consider the spiritual, moral and cultural issues 
that emerge from the texts 

•  develop your knowledge and understanding  
of the linguistic structures of Latin

Linguistic work mainly involves translation from 
Latin to English, although students may be 
asked to compose sentences or short passages 
in Latin. Unseen prose and verse authors are 
set and these texts are generally tested through 
comprehension questions. 

The study of literature involves reading texts 
from the golden period of Classical Latin. 
These may include Virgil, Ovid, Cicero and 
Tacitus. Assessment is generally made through 
comprehension questions, short passages  
of translation and essays.
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Mathematics reveals hidden patterns that help us to understand the  
world around us. As with language, religion and music, mathematics  
is a universal part of human culture and plays a special role in education. 
By studying mathematics you will build upon your understanding and 
explore ideas which have absorbed some of the greatest minds in history.

For you? 
If you enjoy studying mathematics, have determination to succeed and 
are committed to improving your understanding of arguably the world’s 
most important subject, then this course is for you. As a nation we are not 
training as many people with mathematical skills and qualifications as we 
need. Consequently, those people who are well-trained in this subject are 
in demand and generally have excellent career prospects.
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Mathematics 
“ The essence of mathematics is not  
to make simple things complicated  
but to make complicated things simple.”   
      - S. Gudder 

“ Maths is a challenging subject but that is why I love it! 
Walking into each lesson you know that your mind will 
be stretched.”

This subject encourages students to:  

•  develop abilities to reason logically and 
recognise incorrect reasoning, to generalise 
and to construct mathematical proofs 

•  extend their range of mathematical skills and 
techniques and use them in more difficult, 
unstructured problems 

•  read and comprehend mathematical 
arguments and articles concerning applications 
of mathematics 

•  develop an awareness of the relevance  
of mathematics to other fields of study, to  
the world of work and to society in general 

•  take increasing responsibility for their  
own learning and the evaluation of their  
own mathematical development

Subject overview: 
The Mathematics A Level course builds  
upon the skills learnt in IGCSE Mathematics. 
It includes elements of Pure Mathematics, 
Statistics and Mechanics.

Pure Mathematics includes areas such as 
algebra, co-ordinate geometry, trigonometry  
and calculus. Statistics develops the skills 
needed to represent and summarise numerical 
data in order to draw conclusions from it. 
Mechanics describes the motion of objects  
and how they respond to forces acting  
upon them. 



53

Further Mathematics allows the opportunity for you to expand your 
horizons by venturing into a whole new dimension of mathematics. 
It is a highly recommended course for any students wanting to study 
Mathematics, Engineering or Physics at university. It is also a significant 
advantage for some Business Management and Economics courses.

For you?
Do you ever lose track of time completing your Mathematics homework 
and get a huge satisfaction from solving the really challenging question 
set? If so, this course is for you. It allows the opportunity to study many 
new areas of mathematics that are not only fascinating but incredibly 
useful in the modern fields of space flight, telecommunications and 
electronics.
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Further 
Mathematics  
“ The highest form of pure thought  
is mathematics.” - Plato

“ I am really inspired by our Further Mathematics  
lessons. They take you above and beyond anything  
you have studied before, and even help you start  
to understand the true power of the human mind.”  

This subject encourages students to:  

•  develop an understanding of mathematics  
in a way that promotes confidence and  
fosters enjoyment 

•  develop an ability to reason logically and 
recognise incorrect reasoning, to generalise 
and construct mathematical proofs 

•  recognise how a situation may be represented 
mathematically and understand the 
relationship between ‘real-world’ problems  
and mathematical models and how these can 
be refined and improved

Subject overview: 
Further Mathematics encompasses all aspects 
of Pure Mathematics, Statistics and Mechanics 
that are covered in Mathematics but extends 
the study of all of these disciplines to a greater 
depth. It may also incorporate some Decision 
Mathematics.  

Further Pure Mathematics includes further 
calculus and co-ordinate geometry, as well as 
complex numbers, matrix algebra and proof. 
Additional Mechanics topics include the study 
of variable mass, moments of inertia and 
the general motion of rigid bodies. Statistics 
is extended to consider hypothesis testing, 
confidence intervals and goodness of fit. 
Decision Mathematics includes algorithms, 
graphs and networks, critical path analysis  
and linear programming. 
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We explore music from a wide variety of styles, genres and cultures, from 
the Western classical tradition through to jazz, rock, film and world music. 
This builds an awareness and understanding of musical techniques, 
traditions and developments, and provides a source of inspiration for 
composition and performance work.

For you?
You are likely to have taken GCSE Music and will be a competent 
instrumentalist and/or singer with a good knowledge of music theory.  
You will be keen to develop your skills and knowledge and will have  
a curiosity for exploring a wide variety of musical styles. You may  
be thinking about studying music to university/music college level  
or you may simply be taking it because you have a passion and talent  
for the subject.
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Music 
The Music A Level course combines musical 
analysis, listening and appraisal, harmony, 
composing and performing.

“ Music A Level is diverse – there is something to suit 
everyone, be it performance, composition or discovering 
different styles of music. It is often challenging but it’s 
rewarding too. Recommended!” 

This subject encourages students to:  

•  Engage critically and creatively with music from 
a wide range of musical styles and cultures

•  Take a holistic approach to studying music, 
balancing creative and practical elements  
with more academic aspects 

•  Deepen their knowledge, understanding  
and awareness of music and music-making

• Refine analytical and communication skills

•  Develop practical skills and the associated 
self-evaluation, self-motivation and self-
confidence required for delivering a successful 
performance

•  Refine and develop composition skills

Subject overview: 
The A Level Music course enables students 
to extend their knowledge and understanding 
of music and encourages the development 
of performance and creative skills. Through 
studying a wide variety of musical styles, from 
the Western classical tradition through to 
popular music styles and world music, aural  
and analytical skills are developed and students 
gain a greater understanding of the context 
within which music is, and has been, composed 
and performed. Students are required to put 
together a recital on their chosen instrument/s, 
study compositional techniques and develop 
their composition skills. The Music A Level 
course prepares students for the study of 
music in higher education and for music-related 
careers whilst encouraging the development  
of a number of transferable skills such as  
critical thinking, research, communication  
and teamwork.
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Studying Physical Education will enable students to develop highly valuable transferable 
skills such as resilience, leadership and communication. The course also prepares 
candidates for further study of PE and sports science courses, as well as other related 
subjects such as Psychology, Sociology and Biology. In the longer term, PE helps to 
open the door to many different careers including physiotherapy, exercise physiology, 
psychology and events management.

For you? 
Can you perform a physical activity to a good level, or are you a competent and qualified 
coach in a sport? Did you enjoy PE, Biology or Physics at GCSE? If you have answered 
yes to these questions, you will want to consider Physical Education at A Level. As a PE 
student, you will be keen to work hard to develop your practical performance or coaching, 
and demonstrate resilience during this process. You will be able to apply theory to  
a physical activity, evaluate performance and take an academically rigorous approach  
to analysing data. Above all, you will be passionate about sport and committed  
to achieving both your practical and academic personal best.
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Physical 
Education  
The skills and qualities needed to succeed 
in sport are also applicable to study, the 
world of work and everyday life.

“ It is eye-opening to study PE at this level.  
You get to grips with every aspect of your own 
performance, and work out exactly what you  
need to do to improve. It’s also amazing to discover 
how mental strength can be even more important  
than physical strength.” 

This subject encourages students to:  

•  gain knowledge and understanding of the 
theory behind physical activity or coaching

•  analyse and evaluate performance in  
a chosen activity

•  develop transferable skills such as resilience, 
leadership and communication

•  become independent thinkers and effective 
decision makers who can operate as 
individuals or as part of teams

•  develop an understanding of the  
relationship between sport and society

 

Subject overview: 
Studying Physical Education in an academic 
setting enables pupils to analyse and evaluate 
their own physical performance and apply 
their experience to developing a deeper 
understanding of the subject. The A Level 
course builds on topics encountered not only  
in GCSE PE but also in Biology and Physics  
by investigating how the body responds  
to exercise and practical activity.

The core syllabus will cover the following 
subjects: physical activity or coaching, analysis 
of performance or coaching, the effects 
of physiological and psychological states 
on performance, socio-cultural factors that 
influence people’s involvement in physical 
activity, the role of technology in sport and  
the contribution which physical activity  
makes to health and fitness.
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A Level Physics expands your options. As well as being needed for many 
careers in science and engineering, the skills and knowledge that you  
can develop by studying physics keep the door open to doing just  
about anything.

For you?
Physics is for you if you want to develop skills that can be transferred to 
virtually any other area of work, from setting up a business to saving the 
planet. Even if you don’t go on to become a physicist, learning to think 
like one will help you get to the root of any problem and draw connections 
that aren’t obvious to others. Physics won’t give you all the answers,  
but it will teach you how to ask the right questions.
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Physics 
Physics is the subject which challenges  
our imagination with concepts like quantum 
mechanics and describes the hidden nature 
of the physical world.

“ I enjoy learning about how the world was created and 
studying the hot topics of today such as particle physics 
and the history of the universe.”  

This subject encourages students to:  

•  develop, in an interesting and enjoyable way, 
essential knowledge and understanding in 
physics, some of the applications of physics 
and the skills for its use in new and changing 
situations

•  develop an understanding of the link between 
theory and practical work

•  develop an understanding of how fundamental 
physics principles can be applied to the 
universe

•  develop their practical skills including  
those of dexterity, organisation and  
problem solving

• develop communication and research skills

Subject overview: 
Physics attempts to uncover the universal 
principles that govern the dynamics of the entire 
universe, from the smallest particles to the 
largest galaxies. It underpins the technological 
advances of modern society and helps develop 
a critical mindset capable of solving complex 
problems efficiently. The A Level course will 
build on topics encountered at IGCSE by 
developing mathematical problem-solving skills,  
as well as the ability to relate abstract concepts 
to real-world technologies. The core syllabus 
will cover the following topics: Experimental 
Measurements and Their Errors, Particles 
and Radiation, Waves, Newtonian Mechanics, 
Materials, Electricity, Simple Harmonic Motion, 
Thermal Physics, Electric Fields, Magnetic 
Fields, Gravitational Fields, Nuclear Physics 
and Astrophysics. At heart, physics is an 
experimental science and study of these topics 
will provide numerous opportunities to use 
practical experiences to link theory to reality. 
Assessment will be by written examination, with 
questions testing understanding and application 
of key concepts.
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We might wish to switch off and ignore politics but even if we disengage 
from politics it will not disengage from us. It is about how we live, about 
power and order, who we are and what we get. Politics determines how 
we are educated, housed, cared for in hospital and kept secure from crime 
and violence. 

For you? 
Yes, if you are interested and enquiring, if you want to understand 
government, how decisions which affect your life are made and what 
influences those decisions. We study UK and US politics and compare 
institutions of government in both countries. Politics is a ‘real-life’ subject. 
As engaged and interested young women who will soon have the chance 
to vote and participate in politics, this is a subject for you.
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Politics 
Politics is an integral part of daily life, 
and studying it offers a glimpse into the 
complexity of how political decisions are 
taken and how ordinary citizens can  
influence the world in which we live.

“ I am now able to join in political discussions and have 
debates with my parents! I love the fact that politics  
is always current and about real-life.” 

This subject encourages students to:  

•   develop an understanding of the workings  
of the political systems of the UK and the US 

•   evaluate the role and significance of the 
branches of government in each country as 
well as institutions such as political parties, 
pressure groups and the judiciary 

•   gain an understanding of various means  
of political participation which will inform  
the choices you make as a citizen

•  examine different political ideologies and the 
differences and similarities between them 

•   develop an ability to critically evaluate,  
to explore your own views and those  
of others and by doing so grow in  
intellectual maturity

Subject overview: 
Political participation in the UK including the 
concept of democracy, elections, political  
parties and pressure groups.

Government in the UK including the UK 
constitution, Parliament, the role and power  
of the Prime Minister, courts of law.

US politics including elections, political parties, 
pressure groups, race and ethnicity.

Government in the US including the constitution, 
the Supreme Court, Congress and the role and 
power of the President.

Political ideologies such as conservatism, 
socialism and liberalism.
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It is about how we think, how we act, how we react and interact, both 
individually and as groups, and the thoughts and feelings behind such 
behaviours. Psychology is interesting because it views behaviour from 
different perspectives, thereby contributing to our understanding of the 
many problems of living. 
 
For you?
Yes, because psychology is everywhere and is relevant to all careers 
involving not only humans but animals too. The skills you gain from 
studying it – critical thinking, analysis/interpretation of data and report  
writing – will remain valuable throughout your life. However, success  
in Psychology requires hard work and readiness to participate in all  
the lively debates that are the hallmark of most lessons.
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Psychology 
Psychology is the scientific study  
of people, the mind and behaviour.

“ It is now impossible for me to view the world in the 
same way. Everything comes into question. I love 
debating and exploring the reasons behind behaviours 
and actions.” 

This subject encourages students to:  

•  view the world around them from different 
perspectives 

•  learn how to plan and conduct scientific 
investigations 

•  develop skills in analysing and interpreting 
data 

•  gain critical reasoning skills 

•  develop the ability to put across their  
point of view fluently

Subject overview: 
The course offers an engaging and effective 
introduction to psychology. It consists of core 
and optional topics. The core content involves 
the following topics: Social Influence, Memory, 
Attachment, Psychopathology, Approaches in 
Psychology, Biopsychology, Research Methods, 
and Issues and Debates in Psychology.  
The three optional areas include topics such 
as Relationships, Aggression, Eating Disorders, 
Schizophrenia and Forensic Psychology. 
Assessment takes place at the end of the 
course and is a combination of multiple choice, 
short answer and extended writing. There is no 
coursework.
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Religious Studies is a subject that demands contemplation of the  
meaning of life, values and relationships and the role of religion in society. 
It will enable students to develop the skills of investigation, analysis, 
interpretation, evaluation, communication and debate. These are skills 
that will be essential in any number of future courses and career choices.

For you? 
If you are prepared to question and enjoy the process of enquiry  
and reflection and you don’t expect easy answers. It is not necessary  
to have a faith or to have studied Religious Studies at GCSE but what  
is needed is a critical approach to the study of religion and an ability  
to justify your opinion.
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Religious 
Studies 
As Descartes stated, “If you would be  
a real seeker after truth, it is necessary  
at least once in your life to doubt, as far  
as possible, all things.”

“ Religious Studies transforms your viewpoint.  
You might go into the lesson believing one thing  
but you will come out of it with completely  
different convictions. It enables you to explore  
how religion fits into society today and in the past.  
It keeps you questioning.”

This subject encourages students to:  

•  debate the various arguments for the 
existence of God, including the cosmological 
and ontological proofs and their counter-
arguments, evil and suffering, religious 
experience, religious language, miracles,  
self, death and the afterlife

•  study and apply a variety of ethical systems to 
both human and animal problems, meta-ethics, 
determinism, conscience and an investigation 
of Bentham and Kant

•  critically analyse Christianity in response 
to gender, sexuality, science, the challenge 
of secularisation, migration and religious 
pluralism

Subject overview: 
Religious Studies A Level includes topics 
drawn from the following areas: Philosophy of 
Religion, Ethics and Dialogues with Christianity. 
Philosophy of Religion is concerned with 
questions surrounding the existence of God, 
the nature of God, religious experience and 
analysing religious language. Ethics is more 
concerned with moral codes, how we decide 
to behave, whether we should follow a set of 
rules or let our conscience dictate our decisions. 
Studying Christianity leads to grappling 
with questions over origin, authority and its 
importance to the religious community. Students 
of Religious Studies would be expected to 
familiarise themselves with key scholars such 
as Kant, Aquinas, Plantinga, Descartes and 
Bentham. 
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Spanish A Level will help to broaden your horizons and boost your career 
and travel opportunities. Having a language at A Level will put you at  
a great advantage. Spanish combines well with economics or international 
relations, adding a linguistic edge to your studies.

For you?
During the A Level course you will build on GCSE language and grammar 
to reach a high standard of spoken and written Spanish. In addition to 
enhancing your language skills you will have a better understanding  
of the culture, society and history of Hispanic countries. You will use 
authentic materials such as films, literature, magazines, radio  
programmes and newspapers. 
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Spanish 
Spanish is the fourth most widely spoken 
language in the world and practically the 
entire continent of South America  
comprises native Spanish speakers.

“ A Level Spanish has unlocked a labyrinth of 
opportunities for me, not only the ability to  
explore my love of logic and puzzles through  
grammar and linguistics, but to appreciate  
Spanish history and culture in a way that’s  
enabled my creative side to flourish.” 

This subject encourages students to:  

•  develop practical language skills in order  
to understand and communicate in Spanish 

•  discover the cultural, social, historical, 
geographical and political background  
of Spain 

•  reflect on some key Spanish literary texts 

•  stimulate your intellect by thinking through 
social and ethical issues 

•  experience life abroad and build up confidence 
in talking to lots of different people

 

Subject overview: 
Current affairs topics covered will include 
aspects of Hispanic society such as traditional 
and modern values, cyberspace and equal 
rights. Artistic culture, multiculturalism and 
political life in the Hispanic world will also  
be studied.  

You will be studying a Spanish novel or play,  
and analysing an inspiring Spanish film  
in detail.

Spanish A Level will develop your listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills.  
The speaking module will be conducted by  
your teacher examiner and you will undertake  
a conversation on your individual research 
project, as well as discussing your point of  
view on an A Level topic. You will learn  
to translate into and out of Spanish,  
complete grammar exercises and develop  
the capacity to write well-structured essays  
in Spanish.  

A study visit to Spain will take place, depending 
on interest, and local cultural visits to see 
Spanish films and plays are organised.  
In addition, you have the opportunity to 
undertake a week’s work experience in Spain 
through a specialised school travel company.




