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1. Aims 

At Sutton High School we are required under the Equality Act 2010 to have an accessibility plan. 
The purpose of the plan is to: 

 Increase the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the curriculum 

 Improve the physical environment of the school to enable disabled pupils to take better 
advantage of education, benefits, facilities and services provided 

 Improve the availability of accessible information to disabled pupils 

As part of the GDST and in accordance with GDST policy, Sutton High School’s commitment is to 
offer a distinctive educational experience to girls in our care, within a broad, inclusive 
curriculum and a culture of high expectation. This involves providing access and opportunities 
for all pupils without discrimination of any kind. 

We strive, wherever possible, to ensure that each and every girl can take part in the whole 
school curriculum. We value the diversity of our school community and appreciate the 
contribution that girls with special educational needs and/or disabilities can bring to the School.  

This plan is effective from February 2017 and covers the period until the end of the academic 
year 2019-2020. 

Our school is also committed to ensuring staff are trained in equality issues with reference to 
the Equality Act 2010, including understanding disability issues. 

Sutton High School supports any available partnerships to develop and implement the plan and is 
supported and guided by the GDST to achieve this. 

Our school’s complaints procedure covers the accessibility plan. If you have any concerns 
relating to accessibility in school, this procedure sets out the process for raising these concerns. 

We have included a range of stakeholders in the development of this accessibility plan, including 
pupils, parents, staff and governors of the school both current and prospective. 
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2. Legislation and guidance 

This document meets the requirements of schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010 and the 
Department for Education (DfE) guidance for schools on the Equality Act 2010. 

The Equality Act 2010 defines an individual as disabled if he or she has a physical or mental 
impairment that has a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ adverse effect on his or her ability to 
undertake normal day to day activities.  

Under the Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice, ‘long-term’ is 
defined as ‘a year or more’ and ‘substantial’ is defined as ‘more than minor or trivial’. The 
definition includes sensory impairments such as those affecting sight or hearing, and long-term 
health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy and cancer. 

Schools are required to make ‘reasonable adjustments’ for pupils with disabilities under the 
Equality Act 2010, to alleviate any substantial disadvantage that a disabled pupil faces in 
comparison with non-disabled pupils. This can include, for example, the provision of an auxiliary 
aid or adjustments to premises. 
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3. Action plan 

This action plan sets out the aims of our accessibility plan in accordance with the Equality Act 2010.  

Aim Current good practice 
Include established 

practice and practice 
under development 

Objectives 
State short, 

medium and long-
term objectives 

Actions to be 
taken 

Person 
responsible 

Date to 
complete 
actions by 

Cost 
Low, 

medium, 
high 

Success criteria 

Increase access 
to the 
curriculum for 
pupils with a 
disability 
 
2017-18 
progress 

Our school offers a 
differentiated curriculum 
for all pupils. 
Resources are tailored to 
the needs of pupils who 
require support to access 
the curriculum. 
 
Curriculum resources 
include examples of 
people with disabilities. 
Curriculum progress is 
tracked for all pupils, 
including those with a 
disability. 
 
Targets are set 
effectively and are 
appropriate for pupils 
with ALN/SEND. 
 
Curriculum is reviewed to 
ensure it meets the needs 
of all pupils. 

Increase teacher 
knowledge and 
understanding 
about teaching 
disabilities. 
 
 

INSET for staff in 
specific 
disabilities 
 
Rolling programme 
of INSET on 
increasing access 
to the curriculum.  
Each area covered 
at least every 3 
years. 
 
Pastoral team 
complete Positive 
Project training 
 
Planned review of 
curriculum in 
2019-2020 

Deputy Head 
Senior School 
 
Head of 
Junior School 
 
ALN/SEND 
coordinators 
 
Director of 
Pastoral Care 

Learning styles 
INSET 8/1/18 
by Will Ord 
 
INSET 16/4/18 
on dyslexia by 
Helen Arkell  
 
Twilight INSET 
17/5/18 on 
Dyspraxia  
 
Positive 
project 
training for 
pastoral team 
18/09/17 & 
10/11/17 & 
11/1/18 and 
whole school 
launch 
07/06/18 
 
 

Low cost Staff are more 
aware of how to 
make 
accommodations 
for pupils with 
ALN/SEND and 
these pupils show 
at least as good 
average progress 
as other students. 
 
Staff are aware of 
importance of 
mental health in 
supporting pupil 
progress. 
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2018-20 
Action plan 

All pupils with ALN/SEND 
have Pupil Learning 
Plans. 

 
 
 
 
Increase teacher 
knowledge and 
understanding 
about teaching 
disabilities. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Rolling programme 
of INSET on 
increasing access 
to the curriculum.  
Each area covered 
at least every 3 
years. 
 
 
 
 
Launch of Positive 
Project  
 
 
 
 
Pupil pursuits 
completed for 
ALN/SEND pupils 
to ensure needs 
are being met in 
the classroom. 

 
 
 
 
Deputy Head 
Senior School 
& Head of 
Junior School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Director of 
Pastoral Care 
 
 
 
 
Director of 
Learning 

 
 
 
 
INSET on 
supporting 
students with 
hearing & 
visual 
impairment in 
2018 
 
 
 
 
Positive 
project 
launches Sept 
2018 
 
 
50% of pupils 
have pursuit 
completed in 
2018-19 

 
 
 
 
Low cost 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Low cost 
(time) 
 
 
 
 
Low cost 
(time) 

 
 
 
 
Staff are more 
aware of how to 
make 
accommodations 
for pupils with 
ALN/SEND and 
these pupils show 
at least as good 
average progress 
as other students. 
 
Pupils mental 
health is 
supported to 
ensure academic 
progress 

Improve and 
maintain 
access to the 
physical 
environment 

The environment is 
adapted to the needs of 
pupils as required. 

Increase access 
for pupils with 
disability across 
the whole school 
particularly where 
lessons may be re-
located. 

Proposal for new 
Junior School 
build which would 
provide excellent 
access for pupils 
with disability, 
this would also 
free up further 

DFO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2020-2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

High cost 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This learning 
environment 
would be 
transformed for all 
pupils with 
disability and 
ensure it was 
accessible and 
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ground floor 
teaching space for 
Senior School 
providing 
improved 
accessibility for 
senior pupils. 
 
Step free access 
to Junior School 
Reception and 
Hayes Hall plus 
installation of 
accessible toilet in 
the same areas. 
 
 
New ramp and 
accessible toilet 
for Main Hall 
 
Electronic door 
push to be 
installed to doors 
for Science 
Building and 
Sports Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DFO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DFO 
 
 
 
DFO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2017-18 
 
 
 
2018-19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High cost 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High cost  
 
 
 
Medium cost 

inclusive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Completed 
Summer 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Completed 
Summer 2018 
 
 
Easier access for 
people with 
disabilities. 
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4. Monitoring arrangements 

This document will be reviewed at least annually as part of the school strategic planning process 
and actions incorporated into the school annual development plan with a whole-scale review 
every 3 years. 

It will be approved by the Headmistress, along with an audit by the GDST 

5. Links with other policies 

This accessibility plan is linked to the following policies and documents: 
 Risk assessment policy 
 Health and safety policy 
 Equality information and objectives (public sector equality duty) statement for 

publication 
 Special educational needs (SEN) information report 
 Supporting pupils with medical conditions policy 
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Appendix 1: Facilities Accessibility Audit September 2017 

Feature Description Actions to be taken Person 
responsible 

Date to 
complete 
actions 

by 

Costs 

Number of storeys Junior school: at least 2 
storeys with year 5&6 in 3 
storey building without lifts 

Senior School: all buildings 
have 3 storeys without lifts 

New build Junior school will improve accessibility 
and give access to further ground floor classrooms 
for senior school pupils.  

Currently working with architects, surveyors and 
project management team. Produced outline 
drawings and at RIBA Stage B in terms of the overall 
design process. Considering how to accommodate 
existing teaching and learning when undertake new 
build. 

DFO 2020-
2022 

 

£15 - £20m 

Corridor access Junior school: narrow and 
winding in places, restrictive 
access and only reception 
suitable for wheelchair access 

Senior school: wide and 
unrestricted corridors, except 
in Tower and Dene which are 
older buildings 

New build Junior school which will improve 
accessibility and give access to further ground floor 
classrooms for senior school pupils 

 

DFO 2020-
2022 

As above 

Lifts No lifts except from reception 
area of sports complex into 
sports hall 

New build Junior school will improve accessibility DFO 2020-
2022 

As above 
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Parking bays Disabled parking bays 
available in both junior and 
senior school car parks 

None    

Entrances Both school receptions are 
accessible as are both JS and 
SS Main Halls 

Junior School entrance area and Hall made 
accessible in July 2017.  

Main Hall made accessible in Summer 2018 

   

Ramps Available for access to ground 
floor garden building, library 
and Study to allow access to 
further areas of the school 

None    

Building Entrances Electronic Door Push to be 
installed to improve disabled 
access 

Science Building and Sports Hall DFO 2018-19 £5K 

Toilets Accessible toilets available in 
Junior school reception and 
close to senior school 
reception and dining hall 

New accessible toilet added for SS Main Hall in 
Summer 2018 

   

Emergency escape 
routes 

Many buildings have a step or 
steps leading into them. 
PEEPs in place for all students 
who require them and move 
lessons accordingly 

New build Junior school which will improve 
accessibility. This will SS to reclaim 4 ground floor 
classrooms thus improving escape routes for these 
pupils 

 

   

 


