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A bespoke Summer Term curriculum, 

designed to encourage your passions, 

ignite educational sparks and develop your 

independence.  



 

There will be no more ‘teaching to the test’, gone are the limits of 

the specification – teachers can lead lessons which are unbound by 

grading or specific content, so that girls can explore new areas of 

the subjects they are interested in. This will be teaching for 

education, enrichment and extension, not for exams. 

After Easter, until half term, you will continue to work as you would have done, to 

consolidate you GCSE knowledge. This will allow us to evidence further progress, 

for the estimated grades we will be asked to submit. We will continue to teach the 

GCSE content, as these lessons will already be planned and you will need this 

knowledge, and the skills of consolidation as you move to A Levels. 

After half term - all Year 11 girls will ‘drop’ to eight subjects and all subjects will 

become 4 lessons per week. You will move to ‘Teach Unleashed’ lessons in these 

subjects. 

In these eight subjects, you will learn a range of skills to prepare you for future 

studies, in a collaborative and interactive course, 

across three weeks.  

You will use your Wednesday Enrichment sessions 
and study periods to complete a wider reading 
project, culminating in a presentation, to develop 
skills needed for the Extended Project Qualification, 
which all of our Sixth Form complete. There will also 
be a skills course, focusing on advanced use of Word 
and Excel, in preparation for A Levels. Girls will work 
with Mrs Berner on setting up Unifrog, making further 
use of Morrisby and employability skills. 



You can choose eight of your subjects, based on your own personal 

strengths.  

Bird Art - Complete a sketch book all about a topic: 

You will explore a range of artistic ideas within the theme of ‘Birds’. Exploration might 
include - different varieties, bird boxes, nests, ducks, sea and ponds, the sounds of birds, 
exotic birds, native species, birds of prey, extinction of different birds, flight, nocturnal 
birds. You’ll also look at existing representations of birds in art: 

Totem Poles, Masks 
Maurizio Cattelan's Pigeons 
Jannis Kounellis' crows 
Rebecca Horn's automaton wings 
Joseph Cornell made lots of assemblages in boxes that feature birds:  

You can create work in a range of artistic mediums: 
2D and 3D collage, layering, inside/outside, narrative, collecting, categorising/taxonomy, 
curating, etc. and using a box (amazon delivery, cereal packet, whatever) as a starting 
point could result in some interesting outcomes. 
 

The Biology of Covid-19: 
You will learn about the biology of Covid-19 and explore the structure of the virus and 
how our immune system can destroy it. We will consider the roles of the WHO and PHE. 
We will look at the data that has been in the news. We will consider why some people 
are more at risk than others- is it age, gender, blood group? This will be an excellent 
introduction to aspects of the Biology A-level, applying them to the Biology of Covid-19. 
You will prepare a scientific poster on one aspect that is of interest to you. 
 

Virtual Chemistry Labs: 
Chemistry without the safety specs!  We are collating a number of online chemistry 
laboratories for girls to either consolidate or extend their practical skills.  Using these 
virtual labs, girls can pour, weigh, mix, react, stand back (!), measure and observe ‘real’ 
experiments across a range of chemistry topics.  They will be able to change the 
variables and see what happens, maybe even cause a virtual explosion!  But all from the 
safety of their sofa. 



Application development using Visual Basic.net: 
Many of the programs on the Sutton High School computer network were created using 
Visual Basic. Whist many different programming languages could be used to create 
applications such as these, Visual Basic is a good example of a Rapid Application 
Development (RAD) tool: a programming environment in which sophisticated programs can 
be created and tested quickly. Launchpad, Figaro, Triggerball and AmberCode were all 
developed in this way. On this short introductory course, we will show you how to get 
going with VB.net, and teach you how to use this powerful programming tool to create 
some fully working applications of your own. 
 

Designing our future: 
Uber of the future – transport design 
How will the way that we move around from one place to another change – driverless cars, 
drone technology, reduced emissions etc.? You will research, analyse and Ideate ‘the Uber 
of the future’! – The sky is the limit. 
The importance of green spaces 
As modes of transport evolve will there still be the same need for roads, bridges etc.  As 
these places become obsolete in terms of their intended use what are the possibilities? 
‘The Garden Bridge’ – could this be a reality? You will research, analyse, ideate and 
implement (optional architectural model) a design for a ‘Garden Bridge’, a wellbeing space 
where people can relax and be mindful in the heart of the city! 
 

Playwriting: 
Learn the techniques that get a play going, and then put them to work on a script of your 
own. You’ll identify your key characters, and get to know them from the inside out. Next 
you’ll create the world of your play — one that is theatrical, dynamic, and rich with potential 
for drama. This module will help you develop your skills as a ‘deviser’, an essential skill in 
preparation for A-level Drama as well as providing you with a fun, creative outlet. You will 
also be paired with a talented professional playwright who will help develop your writing 
skills over the 3.5 weeks with critique, suggestions and support. 
 

‘Marvels of Fell Ambition’ – Critical and Creative Approaches to The Gothic: 
“Our ways are not your ways, and there shall be to you many strange things” ― Bram 
Stoker, Dracula 
Through the exploration of a variety of short Gothic texts and extracts, students will 
develop their understanding and love of one of the most compelling genres in literature. 
They will examine critical approaches to literature, reflective of the study of Literature at A 
Level, and apply their understanding to the crafting of their own Gothic text. This short unit 
will expand students’ ability to analyse high level texts and apply their knowledge in a 
sophisticated form. 
 

Popular French Fashion Houses: 
At the beginning of this course we will watch the French masterpiece ‘Coco Avant Chanel’ 
which depicts the fascinating life of Coco Chanel. It tells the story of her humble start in life  



and how she progressed to being the Dame of Parisian Haute-Couture.  We will look at 

some of her most celebrated successes, a selection of which are featured in the film. 

We will also look at the backgrounds, influences and iconic fashion pieces of other French 
designers such as Givenchy and Yves Saint Laurent. Fashion has always played an 
important part in the film industry and we will study many American and French film clips 
throughout the decades. Finally, there will be an opportunity for students to get creative 
and design or research some of their own fashion ideas. This course will be of particular 
interest to those who are interested in design, film and culture. 
 

The Geography of Health and Disease: 
In this module you will be exploring how health and disease are influenced by 
geographical factors. Geographical investigations of the spatial and temporal variation of 
diseases provide important insights into what contributes to disease outcomes and how 
the incidence and spread of disease can be prevented. When diseases occur in some 
places but not in others, or when disease rates vary from place to place, the geographical 
characteristics that differentiate those places provide clues to how and why diseases 
spread. While not a direct part of the Edexcel A Level Geography Specification, this module 
will complement the Year 13 unit ‘Health, Human Rights and Intervention’. 
 

Getting into the German Mind-set: 
Gaining an understanding of German history through film, art, poetry and music. 
Wheelbarrows full of money, Nazi atrocities, escape attempts across the Berlin Wall, Cold 
War spies, the Velvet Revolution – which country has a more flawed and compelling history 
than Germany? 
In this module you will learn to appreciate the spirit of what it means to be German through 
its rich and reflective films, art, poetry and music, all part of the phenomenon of 
“Vergangenheitsbewältigung”, an invented word peculiar to German all about coming to 
terms with its past. As a culmination to your GCSE studies, you will write and perform a 
group scene for a film about a key moment in German history, bringing together everything 
you have learned about its language, history and culture. 
If you’re interested in history and the arts, enjoy acting and singing, this course is for you!  
 

Three ideas that shook the world (more than Coronavirus): 
Communism. Is paradise on earth possible? 
What actually is Communism? Who invented it? Could it work as a viable political system?  
Nationalism. Why are we all so desperate to be nations? 
Nationalism is an idea that has refused to die and we have seen its power in Catalonian 
desires for independence, and closer to home in Scotland and in the Brexit debates. What 
is the history of this crucially important ideology? 
The reformation and British monarchs: Why is the Queen the head of a religion and what 
does that mean? 
Have you ever thought that the Queen is technically the head of a religion? In that sense, 
she is like the Pope! How did this come to be and what were the ground-breaking changes 
it brought to our country? 



Dido and Aeneas: 
We already know that Aeneas is far from perfect when he abandons his wife in Troy, but 
now we will examine another dark episode from his life. He seduced and abandoned the 
charismatic African Queen Dido, but was he also responsible for her death? We will study 
meddling gods, murderous prophecies and doomed love in our quest to find out.  
During this specially-designed course we will build on the skills you have learnt at GCSE 
so that you feel confident approaching, reading and enjoying The Aeneid independently.  
 

Maths for the Real World: 
This module will be a fantastic preparation for A Level, focused on the transition from Year 
12 to Year 13 Maths. You will explore real-life examples of maths in action, including 
financial Maths. A great introduction into Economics, as well as preparing you to bridge 
the gap between Maths at GCSE and the demands of A Level. 
 

Music Research Project: 
You will have the opportunity to explore an aspect of music that you are interested in; this 
may be historical, critical, stylistic, analytical or aesthetic.  For instance, your research 
might be related to: a style of music (such as music from a certain historical period, the folk 
tradition or from popular music); a genre of music (such as Film Music, Church Music or 
Chamber Music); it could explore music from another world culture; or it could explore 
something like the development of music notation or a specific instrument/s.  You may 
choose to consider a more inter-disciplinary aspect of music such as an aspect of music 
and dance, music and psychology or music in art.  Your research could focus very much 
on the music itself, exploring specific pieces of music, or it could be more historical; for 
example, you could consider the circumstances within which certain music was composed 
and performed. 
The task will culminate in either a written report or a presentation (for instance, on 
Powerpoint, timed and with added spoken narration). 
 

Sports Performance Analysis: 

The overall aim of the project is to provide students with performance analysis skills in 
relation to sport. If they are choosing PE for A-level this will help them to successfully 
access the first coursework component of A level PE. However, this scheme of work will 
provide students with the opportunity to access higher order thinking skills, such as critical 
analysis and comparison techniques, which are crucial to all A-Levels. In addition, this 
project will be as interactive as possible and replicate the teaching methods that students 
can expect in A Level PE. For example, there will be plenty of opportunity for healthy 
debate and the course content will be delivered through different channels, such as 
podcasts, scholarly articles and guest speakers.  
 

Real Astrophysics Research:  

Look at light from the Stars from the comfort of your desk at home. 

Participate in a real experiment with real data from live experimental data. Use data from 



 

the Spritzer Telescope and the James Webb cutting edge technology telescope to 
analyse light coming from distant stars. At the end you submit your results to the Institute 
for Research in Schools and receive a certificate of participation in the experiment. 
 

Philosophy and Ethics - a study of Justice, Punishment and questions of Existence: 

There will be 2 areas of study looking at an ethical and then philosophical topic through 
media. 

1. Justice and punishment 

Looking specifically at the death penalty and the ethical issues it raises based on the BBC 
series Life and Death Row and other film clips. Work will also use materials from Amnesty 
International. 

2.  Questions of existence – how do we know what is real? 

A series of lessons using the film the Matrix to investigate Plato’s Cave and the nature of 
reality.  
 

A Film Based Project: 

Set in El Salvador during the Civil War an 11-year-old boy is about to be recruited to join as 
a child soldier. Through moving scenes based on real events we will ask ourselves the 
question what are human rights? 

We will study the background to the film looking closely at the events which lead up to the 
Civil War in El Salvador. While watching the film we will look closely at the themes, music, 
characters and camera angles, and what impact these have on the viewer. 

This is a great opportunity to develop your film analysis skills and learn more about the 
history of El Salvador whilst still improving your Spanish.  

If you have any questions, please 

email Mrs Dawson at 

b.dawson@sut.gdst.net  


