
Fiercely 
independent. 

Just like our girls.



Our manifesto.
A girl who’s fiercely independent is a girl 

who believes in herselfbelieves in herself.. And inspires others  
with that belief. A girl that’s ready to discover discover 

what she wantswhat she wants. And then goes to get it.  
A girl who feels that herher words carry weightwords carry weight.  

And who’s determined to be heard. 

We are Sutton High School. And we are  
fiercely independent, just like our girls.  

That’s why we tailor what we dotailor what we do and how we  
do it, to their needs, personalities and dreams. 
Offering unparalleled individual supportunparalleled individual support and 
attention, with small classes and a bold spirit,  

right in the heart of Suttonheart of Sutton.
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Welcome to 
the family.
Sutton High School is the first choice 
3-18 private school for girls who want 
unparalleled individual attention 
combined with a bold spirit that  
prepares them for life beyond exams. 

We aim to go further than any other 
school in our catchment to tailor what 
we do to the needs, personalities and 
dreams of our students. 

This fierce independence is our DNA.  
And with this powerful support, any girl, 
from any background, can embrace  
who they are here and excel. We want  
to ignite a spark in every single girl,  
so that she can shine. 

I very much look forward to welcoming 
you and your daughter.

Beth Dawson 
Head
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School  
It all starts with our four Houses: 
Dora Black, Henrietta Stanley, 
Frances West, and Phyllis Mudford 
King. Every girl – and staff member 
– is a member of one of the houses 
and enthusiastically takes part in 
House events throughout the year. 
This encourages girls to interact 
and support one another across the 
year groups from day one. These 
bonds can last right through their 
school life, starting at nursery. In fact, 
girls who join in Year 3 or above are 
automatically guaranteed a place in 
our senior school. 

Community 
We also want our girls to care 
about the local community and  
the world they live in. Reflective  
of our South London location,  
our school is truly multicultural, and 
girls learn to respect differences 
and be supportive of one 
another. This is coupled with a 
focus on community service and 
volunteering, all to ensure that girls 
are proactive members of society. 
We also teach Personal and Social 
Responsibility as a subject, so that 
girls know their role in creating a 
positive and respectful community.

GDST 
Being part of the GDST network is 
invaluable. The GDST is the UK’s 
leading family of independent girls’ 
schools where girls learn to be 
confident, happy and fearless with 
the belief there is no limit to what 
they can achieve. With access to 
an unrivalled network of expertise 
and best practice, the network and 
its alumnae are one of the most 
powerful resources we have. 

One girl, 
supported by many.

Building a sense of community is vital in  
nurturing each individual girl – across year groups, 
 across the school, across the local area, and across 

the Girls’ Day School Trust (GDST) network. 
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Academic & Pastoral 

Small classes, big 
support, real results.

Our students are ambitious and enthusiastic 
learners who benefit from innovative and 
dedicated specialist teaching in classes 

no larger than 24.

With the support of exceptional 
teachers, and unrivalled focus on their 
individual attainment and progress, 
they are able to confidently forge 
the path that’s right for them. 

We are continually investing in 
a strong academic curriculum, 
bespoke to Sutton High School and 
girls’ only education, to develop our 
girls’ focus, resilience and risk-taking 
within their learning. The results speak 
for themselves and place us in the top 
tier of independent schools nationally. 

But we also know that girls do better 
when they feel better. All members 
of staff, both teaching and support, 

put the wellbeing of students  
at the top of the agenda. Strikingly 
positive relationships between  
the girls and their teachers, both 
within the classroom and beyond, 
make a significant contribution to 
the quality of academic and  
personal development. 

Girls have access to a full-time 
Medical Manager & School 
Counsellor as well as one-to-one 
guidance throughout the school, 

so that they develop a sense of self 
and a confidence in their own skin. 
Sutton girls are not just one type – 
our support for their wellbeing allows 
them to flourish as interesting and 
interested individuals, ready to have 
their voice heard in the world. 
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One goal,  
many pathways. 

Tailoring your daughter’s pathway 
to her unique talents will drive her 
to achieve her personal best –  
all the way through from 3 to 18. 

At GCSE, girls select from a wide 
range of open options and we 
structure the timetables around 
them. We take this one step further 
with our unique Sixth Form promise: 
we guarantee to run any subject a 
girl selects from our open options, 
no matter how small the group size. 

As well as a programme for gifted 
scholars and students, we are 
also able to tailor our curriculum 
to a range of special educational 
needs and girls who have English 
as an Additional Language. All while 
building a warm environment where 
everyone is included. 

Programmes to nurture 
intellectual ability 

Years 3 to 6: Brains Matter 
This helps our girls identify how they 
are feeling and to learn strategies  
to cope with these emotions.  
They will discover sessions such as 
Philosophy 4 Children and Debating 

to stretch their higher level thinking. 
With the support of their form 
teacher, along with the guidance  
of our Director of Pastoral Care,  
your daughter will do better when 
she feels better.  

Years 7 and 8: Kaleidoscope  
The programme is made up of 
three parts: history and culture, 
outdoor education (culminating 
in an orienteering exercise), and 
enrichment (which includes a 
multitude of options to explore,  
from Ancient Greek to Taekwondo). 

Years 9 to 13:  
Enrichment & Enterprise 
The girls work on a range of 
entrepreneurial projects, including 
creating a mini business, and a 
wide range of self-improvement 
activities to prepare them for life 
beyond exams, such as cooking 
for university, self-defence and 
leadership skills.

Years 6 to 13: Oratio 
A series of exciting lectures given  
by expert guest speakers, open  
to both students and parents.  

These lectures aim to challenge 
thinking and broaden horizons 
through sparking the girls’ interest 
in a range of areas. 

Sixth Form:  
Extended Project Qualification 
This is a great opportunity to explore 
and research an area of personal 
interest in depth. Our unique 
programme teaches girls the skills 
they need to become independent 
researchers and learners to excel at 
university and in the world of work. 

We are extremely proud to be the 
first school in the country to gain the 
Platinum Career Mark, reaching all 
Gatsby benchmarks. This outstanding 
bespoke career advice allows our  
girls to be secure in their chosen 
pathways and feel confident in their 
choices for everything from university 
to work experience.

Pathways & Development thinking
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We have an enormous range of co-curricular 
clubs and societies for girls of every age, keeping 

them inspired and engaged at every moment 
of the school day and beyond.

Co-curricular, Sports & Arts

If she loves it,  
we have a club for it. 

From our maker-space design hub 
to our dance studio, art studios, 
science labs and our sports centre 
& swimming pool, we want girls to 
benefit from the best co-curricular 
facilities and resources to enhance 
their learning. So if your daughter 
wants to make ice cream using liquid 
nitrogen in our STEM Society or 
uncover a journalistic scoop in the 
Young Reporters’ Club, it’s all here. 

Sports 
Core sports on offer include hockey, 
netball, gymnastics, cricket, tennis, 
athletics and swimming. Additional 
options give girls the opportunity to 
discover a range of other sports that 
will encourage them to be fit for life. 
It’s not unusual to see some of the 
older girls taking part in yoga, rugby, 
bouldering or trampolining. Regular 
fixtures and tournaments take place 
locally and across the GDST network. 
We also promote participation and 
friendly competition through a range 
of inter-house sporting events and 
our annual dance show. 

Arts 
Our performing arts faculty offers 
not only an outstanding academic 
foundation in Music and Drama, 
but also a host of incredible 
opportunities and experiences 
as part of the extra-curricular 
programme. From instrumental 
and singing lessons to choir tours 
and our renowned candlelit carol 
service, to theatre visits, drama club 
and major productions – this is your 
daughter’s time to shine.

13



Over 100 incredible  
trips a year. 

Memories that last a lifetime.  
We take girls all over the country 
and the world on trips that they 
will remember forever. 

From meeting the local wildlife on 
the Galapagos Islands and skiing 
in the Alps, to exploring the Dorset 
coast and discovering Iceland’s 
hidden volcanic secrets, Sutton 
High students return from school 
trips with their eyes wide open.
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Location, travel & site

Location
With unrivalled transport links across 
Surrey and central London, girls  
can reach us on our own minibus 
service or by one of the seventeen 
bus routes that stop nearby. Sutton 
station is a five-minute walk from the 
school and girls can commute from 
London in less than half an hour. We 
offer wraparound care from 7:30am  
to 6:30pm throughout the school,  
to support busy working parents.

Contact
Sutton High Prep School

86 Grove Road, Sutton,  
Surrey, SM1 2AL 
T 020 8225 3072

Sutton High Senior School

55 Cheam Road, Sutton,  
Surrey, SM1 2AX 
T 020 8642 0594

admissions@sut.gdst.net

 
Social

 @SuttonHighGirls 
 @suttonhighschool 
 Sutton High School GDST

Room to think,  
run and breathe.
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#Fiercelyindependent 
www.suttonhigh.gdst.net


