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There are a number of crucial skills which will support you throughout your two-year GCSE 

journey. These are explored within this guide, and there are suggested mini-projects to help you 

with each skill.  

Girls who complete five mini-projects over the next five weeks will earn a ‘Fiercely Independent’ 

badge to wear on their lapel.  

This half-term you have moved to lessons only in your chosen GCSE subjects. This is so that your 

teachers can start to teach you more challenging GCSE content.  

You will have eight study periods built in to your timetable, but these will need to be used to 

complete the independent tasks each subject will set you every week. These tasks will take thirty-

minutes each, so you will have four hours of task-time.  



 

 

Independent read-

ing—learning to 

read for pleasure 

and for purpose 

Growing your vocabulary— 

This is one of the key success 

factor at GCSE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Goal setting—

having a clear 

vision for your 

future. 

Willingness to 

learn new skills 

and concepts 

Time Management—vital for 

managing homework, 

revision, wellbeing—avoiding 

last-minute panics. 

Revision Skills— 

Learning to memorise facts, 

figures and quotes to use in 

exams. Creating useful notes. 

Being Prepared— 

Getting ahead 

and making sure 

you know what’s 

coming next. 

Self-directed learning  -  

Maintaining your focus when 

learning independently, without 

teacher support. 

Going further— 

Working beyond the 

specification content to 

develop geniune passion for 

the subject. 



 

 

Over the rest of this booklet, there are nine tasks, each linked to one of the skills for success at 

GCSE. These skills will help you become a ‘fiercely independent’ student, ready to face GCSEs 

head-on! 

—

—

—

For each task, you can decide how to record your work. This might be as simple as saving a word 

document, or you might choose to create a YouTube record of your work, or keep a written 

journal, or take photographs of your work.  

To gain the ‘Fiercely Independent’ badge, you need to send your completed work to 

b.dawson@sut.gdst.net or you can drop it into school on your daily walk.  

Every week you will have between six and eight study periods. You will have tasks from each of 

your subject to complete, so you will need to build these project tasks in to your timetable. 

Managing your time efficiently is an important part of this project, which is why Task 1 - Time 

Management—is compulsory as a starting point. 



 

 

Good time management skills help you prioritise tasks so you are able to complete school work 
and assignments on time. Students with good time-management skills are able to plan ahead, 
set aside the time they need for projects and assignments, and make better use of that time. 

Becoming better at managing time allows you to become more organised, more confident, and 
learn more effectively. It can also help you avoid the dreaded procrastination problem, which 
can be a slippery slope to stress, frustration, and poor grades. 

Effective time management skills are especially important for GCSE students. As students enter 
Year 10, they have to deal with more subjects, assignments, tests, and revision. Good time 
management skills can help you keep on track and reduce stress as you take on more work. 

Create a wall planner, schedule or timetable for the next five weeks, once you have decided on 
your tasks for this project. This should be in your own style but should give you a clear 
direction for your time-management in the coming five weeks. 

You’ll need to consider: 

 The eight 30-minute tasks you will have each week, and how these will fit into your study 
periods—try to link these too your lesson timetable, so tha you think carefully about when 
you would best focus on a specific subject’s tasks. 

 Rest and non-screen time 

 Any peripatetic music lessons you have, our extra-curricular clubs 

 The tasks you have chosen within this Year 9 Project 

 Any other demands on your time, such as chores 

https://gradepowerlearning.com/why-do-students-procrastinate/


 

 

The willingness to learn new skills and acquire knowledge is key to your success at GCSE. 

In every subject, there will be new topics to learn, new skills to develop and new knowledge to 

discover.  

You won’t always find this easy, and you will need to use effort and perseverance to make sure 

that you remain willing and keep trying. 

Firstly, have a think about the factors that affect your motivation and effort—your willingness to 

tackle new learning. Complete the survey found on Firefly. 

Then, choose one of the free courses below—each will contain new skills for you to learn and each 

lasts roughly two – four hours.  You will need to register for free with Future Learn first. 

 Basic First Aid: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/basic-first-aid  

 Decision-Making and Problem-Solving Skills: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/decision-making-how-to

-choose-the-right-problem-to-solve  

 Presentation Skills: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/presenting-your-work-with-impact  

 Sustainability and Development: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/introduction-sustainability-development  

 Business: Using Web Analytics: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/digital-skills-web-analytics  

 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/basic-first-aid
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/decision-making-how-to-choose-the-right-problem-to-solve
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/decision-making-how-to-choose-the-right-problem-to-solve
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/presenting-your-work-with-impact
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/introduction-sustainability-development
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/digital-skills-web-analytics


 

 

A good vocabulary is something to be admired, and it will set you apart from other candidates in exams at 
every level, not to mention in your university application. Year 9 is a good time to start making a concerted 
effort to improve it, because you’ll start to feel the benefits by the time you get to your GCSE exams. In the 
course of your day-to-day schoolwork, a growing vocabulary can help you to achieve better grades in your 
essays and in your GCSE coursework; a good grasp of words allows you to express yourself clearly and 
articulately, so that the reader (whether your teacher or an examiner) feels that they’re in safe hands.  

It’s not something you can fake by using a thesaurus, either - synonyms often have different connotations 

despite meaning the same thing, so you have to have a clear understanding of the nuances to use words to 

good effect in an essay. The best way to grow your vocabulary is simply to read voraciously; you’ll pick up 

new words almost without thinking about it, by working out the meaning from the context. Keeping a 

dictionary by your side will make it easy to look up words you don’t know or can’t work out the meaning 

of.   

Test your vocabulary size at: https://my.vocabularysize.com/session/evstxx  and then complete the 100 GCSE 
Words sheet on Firefly. 

Sign up for the ‘Word a Day’ emails from the Oxford English Dictionary here: https://www.oed.com/

emailupdates  

Over the next two weeks, look at the word that is sent to you each day and create a sheet of new 

vocabulary, including a glossary of definitions of the fourteen words, and one use of each word 

within a sentence.  

https://my.vocabularysize.com/session/evstxx
https://www.oed.com/emailupdates
https://www.oed.com/emailupdates


 

 

The most successful GCSE students plan ahead. You will have a lot of course material, across nine 

separate subjects, over the next two years.  

Your teachers will issue you with plans for the topics you will study, at the start of Year 10. You 

will find it very helpful to get ahead and start to investigate some of the topics, before you get to 

them in class. This will really give you a head-start.  

This type of thinking ahead takes initiative and you will need to seek help from your teachers. 

Choose one subject that you are going to study and that you enjoy, and find the specification on 

line—this is a useful skill, because you should try to become familiar with all of the courses you 

will be studying at GCSE. Make sure you look for the right exam board (list on Firefly). The 

Specification is the document for each GCSE course that outlines what will be taught and 

assessed. 

Look at the topics, concepts, key information or skills you will study over the GCSE course and 

decide which you are most looking forward to.  

Take time to investigate the topic and create a resource page of notes, short revision video, 

poster or leaflet, so that you feel ahead when you reach this topic in Year 10 or 11.  

 

 



 

 

  

Reading is a very important part of GCSE studies. You will need to read the set-texts for 
subjects such as English or Drama, but you will also need to read a lot of course material for 
other subjects.  

Reading for pleasure is also known to enhance your vocabulary, your ability to write creatively 
and your skills in putting across an argument. Over the next two years, within your schedule 
you should build in reading—fiction or non-fiction—to help you relax and build useful skills. 

Choose either Task 1 or Task 2: 

1. Read the article below about speed reading. You will learn that speed is not the only factor in 
getting through a lot of reading material. 

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20191129-how-to-learn-to-speed-read  

After reading the article, you need to register for this free online course which helps not only 
your speed but also your comprehension. Your task is to complete the course—which is twenty 
to thirty minutes a day for twelve days. 

https://readspeeder.com/  

2. Read two fiction books that you haven’t read before. 

Consider how the author has used linguistic devices, plot, structure and character to draw you 

into the novels and then write a 500 word comparison of the two books, expressing your 

opinions on the above.  

 

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20191129-how-to-learn-to-speed-read
https://readspeeder.com/


 

 

 

It is very difficult to answer the question ‘What is your long term goal in life?’ This is very 
general and abstract. However, it is a vital element to succeeding in your GCSEs and also in 
life. Studies have shown that girls who set clear goals for their GCSE attainment, and remind 
themselves of these goals regularly in Year 10 and 11, achieve more highly in the final exams.  

To make this more meaningful you need to break your vision into short term goals that will 
keep you on track and give you a sense of achievement. Have you considered what sort of 
person you want to be when you’re 21...or when you’re 30? What experiences, training or 
qualifications will enable you to become this person?  

Firstly, respond to the questions on the vision survey found on Firefly. 

Then imagine that it is your 21st birthday. How would you want others to see you on that day? 
What would you want to have achieved? 

Try to capture these thoughts in either: 

 Written response to the questions found on Firefly. 

 A recorded speech, imagining that you are giving a speech to your family and friends at 
your 21st Birthday, where you cover the goals that you have achieved.  

 A creative writing piece, as a letter to you at the start of your GCSEs from your 21 year-old 
self, covering the goals that you have met 

 

 



 

 

At GCSE level, many students focus exclusively on jumping through hoops, as this is what’s 

needed to pass the exams. They study the requirements of the mark scheme in meticulous detail, 

and think only of this.  

However, to take this blinkered approach to any subject is to lack foresight: GCSEs are there to 

lay the foundations for A-level and ultimately undergraduate study, so to see this purely as an 

exercise in passing exams is a mistake. You should ideally already be starting to develop an 

academic way of thinking, cultivating your intellectual curiosity by asking questions, conducting 

extra research around your subject, reading other people’s opinions and forming your own. 

Choose one topic in a subject that you particularly enjoy.  

This can be a topic from the past half term, or one that you learn about in this one.   

Focus on one thing that really interests you about the topic.  

To start thinking with intellectual curiosity, spend an hour reading about the topic, using sources 

such as newspaper articles, Google Scholar (here you can search for any research papers about 

the topic) and the rest of the internet. Be careful to check that your sources are reliable and non-

biased.  

Create a 500 word summary of the topic, quoting the other sources that you have found, that 

goes beyond what you have studied in class, and offers your own views. You could do this as an 

instructional video if you prefer. 



 

 

Within Year 10 and Year 11, there will be an increase in tests - most subjects will have regular topic 

tests or assessments, and you will need to learn to hone your revisions skills and develop your 

memory skills.  

Memory skills are vital because several exams, such as Science Maths and English, require you to 

memorise quotes, equations and formulas. Other subjects will have key facts that have to be 

committed to your memory.  

 Complete the revision questionnaire found on Firefly 

 Consider the best way to memorise, using the 21 memory techniques found here: 
https://www.magneticmemorymethod.com/how-to-remember-things/  (you can watch the 30-minute video, or read 
the article) 

 Watch this video: https://www.poetryinvoice.com/recite/tips/memorize-it   

 Memorise the poem ‘Sonnet 43’ by Elizabeth Barrett Browning found here: 
https://nationalpoetryday.co.uk/poem/how-do-i-love-thee-sonnet-43/  

 While memorising this, experiment with different strategies, to consider which work best for 
you. This is a long poem, so you may choose to use different techniques for each group of 
lines, as an experiment of what suits you best.  

 Record yourself performing this poem, to prove that you have developed your memory skills. 

80% of revision that is ‘crammed’ is forgotten after 24 hours, so… 

 Re-film the poem after one week, so that you have to develop ways to retain it in your 
memory. 

https://www.magneticmemorymethod.com/how-to-remember-things/
https://www.poetryinvoice.com/recite/tips/memorize-it
https://nationalpoetryday.co.uk/poem/how-do-i-love-thee-sonnet-43/


 

 

Self-directed learners set their own goals and standards, and approach their work with 
independence. Being independent does not mean being a loner- many independent learners 
are highly social! 

Learners who are self-directed in their learning at GCSE are both able and willing to take 
responsibility for their learning, direction and productivity. They exercise skills in time 
management, project management, goal-setting, self-evaluation, information gathering and use 
of educational resources. This takes in many of the other skills that we have covered in this 
project. 

When you start Year 10, you will need to have an independent approach and you will be 
expected to take ownership of your own progress. However, this doesn’t mean working without 
the help of your teachers—quite the opposite. A self-directed learner knows when to seek help 
and seeks it quickly, to move forwards. Remember that your teachers at SHS are always here to 
help you, and you should always ask for help and support if you need it. 

Self-directed learning involves developing your skills in independent research.  

Research your chosen career, or a career that you are particularly interested in.  

Create a short PowerPoint about that career and make sure you include details about: 

 The entry requirements for the career—what would you need to achieve to be able to 
pursue the career? 

 The day-to-day work involved within the career 

 How you can prepare to take on the career 
 What attracts you to the career 
 



 

 

Good luck  

You’ll have a great time 

WITH COURAGE 

WITH TRUTH 

WITH JOY 


