
 

 

 

 

 

July 2020 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) – Optional Parent Purchase Scheme 
 

We are delighted to be able to pass on the details of the optional purchase scheme for parents 
that we have arranged to support BYOD at Sutton High. The scheme is open for all parents, 
whether purchasing their first device for their daughter or replacing her much loved but now 
rather tired, old device! 

 
Our intention is to offer guidance about appropriate devices for BYOD for your daughters, and 
to provide you with details of discounts and purchase options that you might be interested in. 
However, there are significant supply issues within the IT Industry at present, and this means 
that we have had to reduce the range of devices we can offer, looking to what is available as 
much as specification and cost. We have fewer devices in what we would call the  ‘mid-range’ 
as these are proving hardest to source. 

 

Please be aware that there is no requirement for parents to purchase devices through this 
scheme and parents are very welcome to explore other suppliers. All internet-enabled 
laptops/tablets should be able to run Microsoft Teams, but your daughter will also need a  
device with a working camera and microphone. We advise against Chromebooks, as these can 
only operate web-based versions of Microsoft Office programmes, which your daughter will use 
frequently (e.g. Word, Excel, PowerPoint). 

 

The Parent Purchase Scheme 
 

This optional scheme is supported by a company called Freedom Technology. Freedom 
Technology is a branch of the organisation that the GDST uses to supply the vast majority of its 
computer hardware, and, as a result, we know them to be an effective and secure organisation 
which has extensive experience relating to the use of IT in the education sector. 

 

Freedom Technology has set up an online purchase portal where you can browse through the 
full specifications of the four devices we have selected for the scheme which take into account 
affordability, specification and longevity. In addition, as a requirement, all of the products have 
3 years’ cover against theft, damage and hardware failure, with unlimited claims, and their cost 
illustrations on the portal indicate typical savings over high street prices. 

 

From our own research, the prices offered for the available devices do represent good value 
and with the added reassurance of insurance, the prices do represent considerable savings 
over like-for-like offers. 

 

Example High Street Cost for Basic Model 
Lenovo 14w (81MQ000DUK) Notebook £326.15 
Targus Groove Case £41.99 
3 Year Extended Warranty £160 
3 Year Accidental Damage and Theft Insurance £125.64 
Total £653.78 



 
 

 

Parental Savings (from our supplier price at £468.67) 
 

Payment 
Term 

Saving vs 
Cash 

 

Saving vs APR 

Cash £185.11 £185.11 

12 Months £149.54 £198.78 

24 Months £108.26 £214.61 

36 Months £66.62 £233.40 
 

Choice of Devices 
 

We have asked Freedom Technology to offer a range of devices, brief details are in the table 
below, full details on pricing and technical specs are available on the portal. Monthly prices are 
based on a 36-month agreement; different agreement lengths may apply based on your 
daughter’s year group. 

 

Basic Device (suitable for all girls, especially girls in Years 7 to 9) This is a basic level device 
and should be noted that over time the speed of this machine may reduce markedly. 
However, if budget is your overwhelming concern then your daughter will be able to carry out 
her lessons and tasks on this device. 

Lenovo 14W, Notebook 14”AMD A6-9220C(1.80 GHz, 1 
MB), Windows 10 Pro 64-Bit, Wi-fi, Bluetooth, up to 10-hour 
battery life. Weight 1.54kg 

Price 
(Monthly) 

 

£16.31 
(36Months) 

Single 
Payment 

 

£468.67 

Entry Level Device (suitable for all girls, especially girls in Years 7 to 9) 

Lenovo V15 Notebook 15.6” Quad-Core i5 (8th Gen) with 
4Gb RAM, 256Gb Storage. Windows 10 Home Edition 64-Bit, 
Speakers, Microphone, Wifi, Bluetooth, up to 6-hour battery 
life. Weight 2.1kg [82c50075uk] 

Price 
(Monthly) 

 

£25.87 
(36Months) 

Single 
Payment 

 

£732.68 

Mid-Level Device (suitable for all girls, especially those who need a little more computing 
power and already rely on tech) 

Lenovo ThinkPad L14 14” AMD Ryzen 5 4500u Processor, 
8Gb RAM, 256 Gb SSD, Speakers, Microphone, Wifi, 
Bluetooth, up to 10-hour battery life. Weight 1.7kg 
[20u50007uk] 

Price 
(Monthly) 

 
£32.20 
(36Months) 

Single 
Payment 

 
£959.46 

High Level Devices (suitable for older girls, especially those with specific interests, such as 
graphic design and/or music or video editing and modelling) 

MacBook Pro 13” 8th generation, with Touch Bar, Intel Core 
i5 processor, 256GB - perfect for video and graphics work. 
Up to 8-hour battery life. Weight 1.4kg [MXK32B/A] 

Price 
(Monthly) 

 
£54.31 
(36Months) 

Single 
Payment 

 
£1647.99 



 
 
 

 

Making a purchase through Freedom Technology 
 
 

Accessing the Purchase Portal 
The purchase portal will open from Wednesday 15th July and will be available until 10th August 
2020 and can be found at: www.tech4learners.co.uk 

 

First DD (for monthly payment options) – 25th August 2020 

Delivery 
Lead times on all the devices are approx. 8 weeks and therefore we expect to have the devices 
delivered to the School in mid-September. We will let you know when your device is available 
for collection. Please note that due to record world-wide demand for laptops, delivery of 
some models may be delayed. 

 

Software 
Under the terms of licenses that  Sutton High has with Microsoft and Adobe, girls have access 
to the Microsoft Office suite of applications and for free, and they can install these applications 
at no cost on to their own devices for use on and off-site. Girls in Year 7, and those new to the 
school in September will get help to install software during BYOD induction programme at the 
beginning of the new school year, or as soon as any purchased devices arrive from the supplier. 
There should not be any need to purchase additional software at this point, unless there are 
specific software tools that your daughter knows she needs for her own interests. 

 

Please Note 
Whilst we have tried to provide a range of purchase options, the whole aim of BYOD is to enable 
the girls to work in ways that work best for them. The devices offered within the purchase 
scheme are based on our own experience of similar products and specifications and  may not 
be the best fit for your budget or your daughter’s needs. 

 

If you have any questions about your purchase, do please ask using the contact details below. 
 

Questions 
Hopefully, everything you need to know is contained in this letter, the BYOD leaflet, Freedom 
Technology’s leaflet or on the purchase portal, but if you have further queries, please email our 
BYOD support team on byod@sut.gdst.net 

Yours faithfully, 

Nigel McMahon 

Director of Finance and Operations 

http://www.tech4learners.co.uk/
mailto:byod@sut.gdst.net

