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teachers 



2 

 

At Sutton High School, we greatly value the enrichment that participating in 

musical activities can bring. The potential benefits of learning a musical 

instrument have been well-researched and documented; besides the 

obvious musical benefits and the opportunities for getting involved 

in bands, orchestras, choirs and various other ensembles, research 

suggests that there are many non-musical benefits too, such as 

developing motor skills, self-confidence, concentration and 

lowering stress levels. In addition, learning an instrument can help 

an individual to develop a life-long love of music with all its 

associated pleasure and fulfilment. 

Sutton High School has a strong team of enthusiastic and 

dedicated peripatetic music teachers who provide lessons on a wide 

variety of musical instruments and voice. Weekly lessons are typically 

30 minutes long and, for 2020-21, cost within the range of £195 to £205 

per term for 10 individual lessons. Our teachers are all highly talented, 

practising musicians with many years of training and experience at the very top of the music 

profession.   

This booklet has been compiled to enable you to see, and appreciate, the very high calibre of music 

teaching staff that we have at the school, each teacher bringing with them a wealth of experience to 

the individual lessons with their pupils. In addition to a short biography, you will find a link to a video 

clip in which the teacher introduces themselves and talks a little about their instrument. 

If you wish to apply for lessons, please contact me, or Miss John in the Prep School, for a Request for 

Instrumental Lessons form. If you have any additional queries about Music at Sutton High School, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch with me.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mr James Hargraves 

Director of Music & Performing Arts Faculty 

music@sut.gdst.net 

 

FOREWORD 
by the Director of Music 
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A graduate of the prestigious Academy of Contemporary Music, 

Ben has been playing the guitar for many years and in that time 

has built up a vast experience of performing the guitar within the 

music industry, supporting or playing for bands such as the 

Kaiser Chiefs, Maxïmo Park and The Kooks. 

He has played in gigs at Brixton Academy, Birmingham NEC, the 

Reading Festival, the Download Festival, Aberdeen SEC, 

Edinburgh SECC and Glasgow SECC. Frequent TV appearances 

have included Blue Peter, CBBC Xchange and London Tonight. 

Ben has written and recorded with some of the UK’s top 

producers and songwriters including multi-platinum selling 

producer/songwriter Jake Gosling. In addition, Ben has several 

years’ experience of teaching the guitar and taught for several 

years at the Realistic Rock Academy in Epsom. He also plays 

guitar for ‘The One and Only’ Chesney Hawkes! 

Lisa Byrnes studied voice in Australia, Italy and the United 

Kingdom. After graduating with a Bachelor of Music Education 

and a Bachelor of Arts (Music) from the Queensland 

Conservatorium of Music in Australia, she completed a Masters 

of Performance (Opera) at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music.  

Lisa has worked as a professional singer for many years in 

Australia and as a soloist has performed at venues throughout 

Australia, Europe and the UK including the Sydney Opera House 

and Birmingham Symphony Hall. Lisa has performed in opera 

productions for Opera Australia and Opera Queensland and has 

been the Australian national anthem singer at Angel Place 

Recital Hall in Sydney. Lisa is also a songwriter and was a finalist 

in the UK Songwriting Contest in 2007, 2008 and 2010.  

Lisa has a wide range of experience as a singing teacher, both 

privately and in schools. She enjoys teaching pupils of all ages 

and abilities and is comfortable teaching a wide range of musical 

styles, from classical and music theatre through to pop and jazz. 

Link: www.lisabyrnes.co.uk 

Meet the teacher:  https://youtu.be/P64MhOPFT78 

 

Mr Ben 

Allison  
Higher Diploma, The Academy 

of Contemporary Music  

ACOUSTIC / BASS / 

ELECTRIC GUITAR 

Ms Lisa 

Byrnes 
MPerf, Sydney;  

BA (Music) & BMusEd, QCM 

Brisbane 

VOICE 

Meet the teacher:  https://youtu.be/7CxnJuLsXzk 

http://www.lisabyrnes.co.uk
https://youtu.be/P64MhOPFT78
https://youtu.be/7CxnJuLsXzk
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After originally starting a career in architecture, Elliott’s passion 

for music soon took over and developed into a busy freelancing 

career. In 2014 he became an Ann Driver Trust Scholar and he 

also received the Trinity Laban Award to study for a Masters 

degree in performance at Trinity Laban Conservatoire. 

Since graduating, Elliott has been freelancing with orchestras 

around London and the UK. He is a regular clarinettist with the 

London Firebird Orchestra and Notting Hill Orchestra and he has 

performed with the City of London Sinfonia. As a soloist, recent 

performances have included the Clarinet Concerto by Copland 

with the Amici Orchestra. 

Elliott is a keen chamber musician and founded the Waldegrave 

Ensemble in 2009. After premiering the Wind Quintet by British 

composer Matthew Taylor, the ensemble recorded their debut 

album of Taylor’s chamber works for wind ensemble for the 

record label Toccata Classics. 

Elliott also sets out to inspire younger generations with his 

teaching and has worked with Sutton Music Service for over 9 

years. He has worked on outreach projects with the Orchestra of 

the Age of Enlightenment and the City of London Sinfonia, as 

well as educational workshops with the Waldegrave Ensemble. 

Meet the teacher:  https://youtu.be/HD5LYSTjCzY 

Mr Elliott 

DeVivo 
MMUS, Trinity Laban; LRSM; 

DipABRSM; BA  

CLARINET / 

SAXOPHONE 

  

Martha was born in Lancashire and began her musical training 

at the age of 6, playing the recorder and later taking up the 

Euphonium, Oboe and Piano. At 16, she gained a coveted place 

at Chetham's School of Music in Manchester to study A-levels.  

After gaining a place at the prestigious Royal College of Music, 

Martha moved to London and went on to achieve a BMus 

(Hons) degree and Postgraduate Diploma. 

Since leaving the RCM, Martha has paved a successful 

freelance career, performing all over the world, from Europe, to 

India and the USA. Although Martha has played with a number 

of orchestras, she particularly enjoys playing in shows, and was 

a member of the Barbican and UK tour of South Pacific in a 

production brought directly from Broadway. She has also 

performed in UK touring shows of Miss Saigon and Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang and on TV programmes including Dancing on Ice, 

Strictly Come Dancing and This Morning.  

Martha is passionate about teaching and particularly enjoys 

conducting junior wind ensembles. As well as teaching at 

Sutton High School, Martha also holds teaching positions at 

Blackheath High GDST and various other schools in London. 

Meet the teacher:  https://youtu.be/wCGtnNfuN9Q 

Miss Martha 

Hardman 
BMus (Hons), PGDip, RCM  

OBOE 

  

https://youtu.be/HD5LYSTjCzY
https://youtu.be/wCGtnNfuN9Q
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Guitarist Fiona Harrison graduated from the Royal College of 

Music and subsequently gained a Master of Music degree from 

Yale University, USA. She has performed solo recitals throughout 

the country, performed Rodrigo’s fiendishly difficult masterpiece, 

Concierto d’Aranjuez with many orchestras and is equally at 

ease with smaller chamber groups. Fiona has been featured on 

television and BBC Radio, and has worked as an ensemble 

musician, appearing at venues including London’s Purcell Room 

and Barbican Centre. 

Fiona worked for the ABRSM professional development team for 

many years and co-hosted many hugely popular residential flute 

and guitar courses with her former flautist, Julie Wright, in the UK 

and abroad. She has been the featured guest soloist and tutor at 

various guitar festivals, including the “International Summer 

School” at West Dean and she is an experienced music festival 

adjudicator. 

Links: https://youtu.be/SF10vtfTcDk and www.fionaharrison.co.uk 

Meet the teacher:  https://youtu.be/LCGH1RwwCs4 

Miss Fiona 

Harrison  
MM, Yale University; GRSM 

(Hons), Royal College of Music; 

DipRCM, Royal College of Music 

CLASSICAL GUITAR 

Abi enjoys a versatile career as a cellist. As a chamber musician 

she has performed at the Wigmore Hall, Kings Place, the Purcell 

Room and St. Martin-in-the-Fields. As an orchestral player, she 

has worked with a number of the UK’s most prestigious 

orchestras including the Hallé, the BBC Philharmonic, the City of 

London Sinfonia and the London Mozart Players. Abi has also 

performed at a number of festivals, including Aldeburgh and the 

BBC Proms. 

Abi’s competition successes include 1st prize in the May Mukle 

Prize for Virtuosic Cello Playing, the Ruth Waddell Award, the 

Rhonda Butt Award and the Amy Lindley Prize for Cello. 

After achieving a distinction for her postgraduate studies at the 

Royal Academy of Music, Abi was awarded the Meaker 

Fellowship, a prize which goes to one graduating student each 

year. She completed her undergraduate studies at the Royal 

Northern College of Music and the University of Manchester, 

where she graduated from the prestigious joint course with 

first class honours. 

Abi is a passionate music teacher and regularly participates in 

music outreach projects. She coaches and leads workshops at 

Hindhead Music Centre and started up her own Cello School in 

Notting Hill in 2015. As an ex-SHS student she is thrilled to be 

part of the Music Department at Sutton High School! 

Meet the teacher:  https://youtu.be/lCDOw9RkVzk 

Miss Abi Hyde

-Smith 
MA (Dist), RAM; DipRAM; 

GRNCM/MusB (Hons)  

CELLO 

Link: http://youtu.be/_YIARtMviXs 

https://youtu.be/SF10vtfTcDk
http://www.fionaharrison.co.uk
https://youtu.be/LCGH1RwwCs4
https://youtu.be/lCDOw9RkVzk
http://youtu.be/_YIARtMviXs
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Welsh born mezzo-soprano Anna Jeffers studied at the Royal 

Birmingham Conservatoire where she played many operatic 

roles and was a major prize winner.  Upon graduating, Anna was 

accepted onto the prestigious English National Opera Opera 
Works course and won an International Opera Awards bursary 

which supported her studies. 

Since graduating, Anna has had a busy freelance career working 

for companies such as Welsh National Opera, Opera North, 

Scottish Opera, Wexford Festival Opera, Buxton Festival Opera, 

Opera Holland Park, Irish National Opera and Longborough 

Festival Opera.  

Anna is an experienced, passionate and enthusiastic singing 

teacher who enjoys teaching a wide range of musical genres, 

from Ed Sheeran to Schubert.  Anna aims to develop in her 

students a healthy vocal technique whilst building their 

confidence within a fun and relaxed learning environment. 

Meet the teacher:  https://youtu.be/WQ09DK3fXuA 

Chris Kimber is a graduate of the Guildhall School of Music in 

London, where he studied orchestral percussion alongside 

composition and electronic music. 

As a freelance percussionist, Chris has performed in most of the 

major UK concert halls and has made many recordings for TV 

and radio. He has appeared alongside several major artists 

including Sir Cliff Richard, Lesley Garrett and Gloria Gaynor. 

Chris was appointed an Examiner for the London College of 

Music in 2010, examining in all styles of music. 

As a musician and composer working largely in the field of 

Contemporary Instrumental music, Chris composed, in 2002, the 

music for the widely distributed “Enhancing your Mind, Body and 

Spirit” Partwork series, the first album of which sold over 

600,000 copies worldwide. Currently, due to online streaming, 

his music is being listened to 24/7 somewhere in the world!  He 

has also written numerous radio jingles and provided music for 

several plays. Current composing projects include short musicals 

for young children.  

Chris currently enjoys a career with a mix of writing music, 

performing, teaching and examining. 

Meet the teacher:  https://youtu.be/emH_ZjoV2VI 

Mr Chris 

Kimber  
GGSM  

PERCUSSION 

 
  

Miss Anna 

Jeffers 
BMus (Hons) 

VOICE 

 

 

https://youtu.be/WQ09DK3fXuA
https://youtu.be/emH_ZjoV2VI
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Elizabeth joined the Sutton High Music Department in November 

2019 providing maternity cover for curriculum music lessons and 

offering Piano and Theory peripatetic lessons.  

Elizabeth graduated from The University of Oxford with a First 

Class Honours Degree in Music in 2017, and has been 

committed to teaching Music ever since. In addition to teaching 

at Sutton, she teaches Piano, Singing, Violin and Viola at The 

Royal Albert School, where she also trains the choristers of their 

Chapel Choir. Elizabeth also teaches at the Dunedin Saturday 

Music School in Lingfield and in her spare time, enjoys 

performing a range of music as both a soloist and ensemble 

musician. 

Forever a student at heart, Elizabeth continues to study Singing 

under the tutelage of John Upperton and the Violin with Jana 

Sims.  

Meet the teacher:  https://youtu.be/S57t6pVtgB4 

Miss Nicola 

Lyons 
BMus (Hons) 

VIOLIN / PIANO 

 

 
  

Nicola began her playing career with the Fosbrook Folk 
Education Trust in Stockport (directed by Liza Austin-Strange 

MBE), where from an early age she learned to play both classical 

violin and folk fiddle.  She later studied at City University, 

London where she obtained a BMus (Hons) degree in Music. 

Nicola is a member of alternative folk quartet, 4Square, who 

have appeared at many festivals in the UK, Europe and Canada, 

including Fairport’s Cropredy Convention in 2009, during which 

they performed before an audience of 20,000.   

In 2019, Nicola began deputising on the Olivier award-winning 

musical Come From Away (Phoenix Theatre) leading to her 

being asked to play for Webborn & Finn’s ‘original musical 

faerytale’ The Clockmaker’s Daughter – In Concert at Cadogan 

Hall. 

Nicola is a passionate music educator with a particular interest in 

teaching people with special educational needs and disabilities.  

She is a musician with Live Music Now, ‘Musician in Residence’ 

at the Manor School, Brent, and she is a specialist music teacher 

at Ridgeway SEND School. For the past few years, Nicola has 

been a core tutor for Halsway Young Folk at Halsway Manor, 

which has become one of the UK’s largest education 

programmes for young folk musicians. 

Meet the teacher:  https://youtu.be/Vhka2tT5kmc 

Ms Elizabeth 

Searle 
BA (Hons)  

PIANO / THEORY 

 
  

https://youtu.be/S57t6pVtgB4
https://www.livemusicnow.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/Vhka2tT5kmc
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Chris graduated from the London College of Music in 2002, 

obtaining a first class Bachelor of Music degree and a Masters 

degree with distinction. In 2017, he completed a PhD for which 

he researched aspects of organ performance. 

As a performer, Chris has performed extensively throughout the 

UK and internationally. He has appeared on national television 

and has had solo recordings played on BBC Radio Two. 

A dedicated teacher, Chris has a wealth of experience both in 

one-to-one teaching and group environments. He was Head of 

Department at the LCM Junior College between 2001 to 2015 

and has also worked as a consultant for Yamaha Music Schools, 

directing performance projects in London and Milan. 

Chris combines his role as a teacher and performer with that of a 

Music Examiner and is associated with a number of major 

examination boards. Chris’ experience as an examiner and 

adjudicator has proved invaluable in encouraging SHS pupils to 

achieve their best and develop a life-long passion for music. 

Meet the teacher:  https://youtu.be/snRXTqRhW0k 

Norma graduated from The Royal Academy of Music and has 

enjoyed a busy and varied career performing and teaching 

throughout the UK and Europe. 

As a teacher, Norma has worked with all ages and abilities 

privately, in schools and at the Junior Royal College of Music. 

Many of her pupils have gone on to become professional 

musicians and teachers themselves, and can be found regularly 

playing in the London orchestras and in the West End. Norma 

has worked as Head of Brass for the Merton Music Foundation 

and she currently conducts the Merton Youth Concert Band, who 

have performed at the Wimbledon Tennis Championships for 

many years. Norma has been a trumpet tutor for the National 

Children’s Orchestra of Great Britain for over 15 years, a highlight 

of which was working with them as they took part in the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee celebrations. 

Norma is a dedicated music educator who understands the need 

to inspire young people to want to achieve a high level of 

performance. She is enthusiastic and passionate about 

introducing children to all styles of brass playing. 

Meet the teacher:  https://youtu.be/GFsM60RJF3Y 

Dr 

Christopher 

Stanbury 
MMus (Dist); BMus (Hons); 

ALCM; LLCM; FLCM; PhD 

PIANO 

Mrs Norma 

Whitson 
LRAM 

BRASS 

  

https://youtu.be/snRXTqRhW0k
https://youtu.be/GFsM60RJF3Y
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Charlotte graduated from Durham University with a first class 

honours degree in Music, before winning a scholarship to study 

at the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama, from which she 

graduated with an MA in Orchestral Performance. During this 

time, she studied with distinguished players such as Sarah 

Newbold and Helen Keen, and has performed in a number of 

masterclasses with flautists such as William Bennett and Adam 

Walker. 

Charlotte has played with a number of orchestras including the 

Young Musicians Symphony Orchestra, the Welsh National 

Opera and the BBC National Orchestra of Wales. As a soloist she 

often gives recitals and has won many awards including the 

Musicians Benevolent Fund Postgraduate Performance Award 

for 2013-14, and she was a finalist in the RWCMD concerto 

competition. 

Charlotte has much experience as a flute teacher and currently 

teaches in a number of schools around Sutton, Cheam and 

Purley. She is passionate about passing on her love of the flute 

to future generations. 

Meet the teacher:  https://youtu.be/vL86RR7vKt4 

Kirsten started playing violin at the age of 7. She was a music 

scholar at Headington girls’ school, and attended the Royal 

College of Music Junior Department, before winning a 

scholarship to the Royal Northern College of Music, where she 

studied with Yossi Zivoni and Ben Holland. She then went back 

to the Royal College of Music for her postgraduate studies, 

studying with Rodney Friend. 

Kirsten has played in many professional orchestras including the 

BBC Philharmonic and orchestras for various film soundtracks. 

She regularly performs with the Barber String Quartet, and has 

performed in a quartet on BBC Radio 2.  

Kirsten has had experience of teaching a wide range of students 

from age 4 to 65. She has much experience as a violin teacher, 

having taught at The Abbey School, Hill House International 

School and Fulham Prep School. She has also taught at the 

Royal Academy of Music Junior Department. 

Meet the teacher: https://youtu.be/DNcR7c9tpbA 

Miss Kirsten 

Wilson 
BA; PGDip, RCM 

VIOLIN 

  

Miss Charlotte 

Wilson 
MA, RWCMD; BA (Hons); 

DipABRSM 

FLUTE 

  

https://youtu.be/vL86RR7vKt4
https://youtu.be/DNcR7c9tpbA
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Notes 
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